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By Samson‘\ Maburllda fraudsters

VAW mani pul ated
the Black Economic Empowerment
(BEE) scheme to buy shares from a
poultry enterprise, Mikes Chicken by
defrauding the Department of Land
Affairs of R4.2million. These crooks
managed to buy equity share on the
pretex of being part of a group of 42
Land Redistribution for Agricultural
Development (LRAD) programme
beneficiaries. The fraudsters applied for
the LRAD grant of R 100 000 per
individual which made up the
R4.2million used. The other 40
beneficiaries were duped into signing
documents which made them part of the
group, believing that they will be given
jobs and also become real shareholders.
Shares were bought from Mikes Chicken
through a company called Devel opment
Focus and only the two fraudsters stood
to benefit from the deal. The fraudsters
had access to directors' fees, company
cell phones and credit cards amongst
other benefits.

The tricksters used the same tactics
to acquire a R20 million loan from the
Land Bank again without the knowledge
of the rest of the alleged members.

The National Prosecution Authority
(NPA) was requested to investigate after
some of the beneficiaries whose names
werewrongfully used lodged acomplaint
with the Department.

Thelaw enforcement agency engaged
forensic investigators and managed to
recover the defrauded money. Restorative
Justice was done when the NPA handed
over a cheque of more than R6 million
which is the R4, 2 million including
interest to L DA on 25thJuly 2008 at The
Ranch Hotel outside Polokwane.

Some of those whose names were

e
fraudul ently
were present
when the MEC
for Agriculture
Mme Dikeledi
Magadzi
received the
cheque. They
thanked the
Scorpions and
the MEC and
said that they
were delighted |
that the money
has been
recovered and
the fraudsters
exposed. They
went on to say
that they
pursued the
matter despite
intimidation and
numerous death
threats to make
sure that justice
is done.

“ T h e
cooperation of
al stakeholders
wasvery critical
to the
breakthrough;
N P A |
Department of
Agriculture,
Department of Land Affairs, Land Bank
as well as the beneficiaries. | hope this
will send a strong message to all those
with intentions to abuse government
systems and use unsuspecting poor
people to enrich themselves,” said MEC
Magadzi when receiving the cheque.

The NPA will decide on further steps

MEC Magadz receives a cheque from Advocate Thembekazi Burwali, looking
on from the left is Advocate Paul Louw.

Seated from left; MEC Magadz with NPA officials, Agriculture portfolio committee members,
fraud victims, LDA & Land Affairs officials posing for photo after the cheque handing over.

to be taken on this matter.

Present during the handing over of
the cheque were members of the media,
officials from Land Affairs, LDA, NPA
officials led by Advocates Paul Louw
and Thembakazi Burwali; both Public
Prosecutions' Deputy Directors and Mr
Tladi Tladi the NPA’s spokesperson.



Makhado Municipality celebrate
Female Farmer of year

s Bungeni
By Busi Shibambo community hall

was filled to
capacity with women from all over Vhembe
District and surrounding villages of the Makhado
Municipality who were
gathered to celebrate the
achievements of women
in farming.

“The competition
was initiated by the
National Department of
Agriculture in 1999 in
order to recognize,
empower and increase
visibility of women in
farming” said Ms.
Mabasa Eunice the
Agricultural Municipal
Manager in Makhado.

She went on to say
“we are delighted to host our own Municipal
Female Farmer event and award women who
work hard to provide food for their families,
the community around them and beyond”.

The event was graced by the Mayor of
Makhado Municipality Honourable Glory
M ashaba who commended the department for
motivating women through the competition
especially at Municipal level. “Gone are the
days whereby women would work in the field

and the husband claims everything. We are
gathered here to recognize and cel ebrate ‘your’
hard work” said the Mayor when she delivered
the Keynote address.

She commended the department’sinitiatives

Female farmer finalist, Makhado Mayor Mrs. Glory Mashaba and Makhado Musina
Senior manager Mr. Ramaboe Harry

to transform the agricultural sector when she
said' “I am proud to say the future of agriculture
isinyour hands as women and the government
is here to offer support. Through this kind of
competition the department of agriculture is
already implementing resolutions of theANC's
Polokwane conference. As we handover prizes
to achievers let it be a motivation to other
women to go into farming, regardless of
challenges related to land, finances and water”

concluded the Mayor.

Participants received prizesin the following
categories:
: Top producer for household use
Top producer for informal

markets
Top producer for national

markets
Top producer for export

markets

In the previous years Makhado
produced farmers who represented the
District at Provincial and National
finals of the competition. Mrs
Mukatuni Pauline won at Provincial
level and represented the Province
Nationally in the year 2000, Ms
Ramabulani Fhatuwani won at
Provincial level and represented the
province Nationaly in 2001 and Mrs. Sinoamadi
Tendani represented the Province Nationally
and went on to become the 2003 Overall
National Female Farmer of the year.

The winners were represented by Mrs.
Magwede Dakalo, winner of the national
category who encouraged women to start
backyard garden in order to respond to
challenges of household food security and high
food prices.

LOA in Lepelle-Nkumpi takes Awards Geremony to the people

B » : Tooseng- The
y tomana amo Department of
Agriculture in Lepelle-

Nkumpi recently held an awards ceremony for
outstanding female farmers in the municipality. The
event was held at Tooseng villagein Ga-Maphahlele on
Wednesday 30th July 2008. The event was also attended
by Ward Councilors from Lepelle-Nkumpi Local
Municipaity, Magoshi and farmersfrom different projects
in Lepelle-Nkumpi.

Responding to the call of taking services to the
people, Lepelle-Nkumpi opted to use a farm for this
year's event and Hunadi a Modipadi livestock project
happened to be the relevant venue for this event. Because
the project is situated amongst other farms, it provided
easy access for the farmersto be able to attend the event.
Ms Salphy Malekana, an extension officer at Lepelle-
Nkumpi said that they chose the farm instead of a Hall
because they wanted to show the community the practical
part of farming and had to choose avenue which farmers

can relate to. Hunadi aModipadi is a successful project
hence we redlized that we needed to show the community
its success by making it ahost venue for the event” she
said. Taking into consideration the fact that we are
approaching women's month, it was encouraging to see
alarge number of women attending the event. Mrs
Mothoa, representative from the Limpopo Women in
Agricultural and Rural Development (LIWARD) said
that women needed to change their mindsets concerning
farming. “We must not only think of farming only to
feed our families, but we also take farming asa business
that can help sustain our families’ she said. Mothoasaid
that through farming, women will be helping in fighting
unemployment and eliminating poverty in their
communities.

The keynote address was delivered on behalf of the
Lepelle-Nkumpi Local Municipality speaker by ClIr.
Beatrice Mphahlele, who mentioned that women needed
to be conflated in ensuring their growth in agriculture.
Mphahlele said that the department of Agriculture was

doing a great job in ensuring that outstanding female
farmers are being recognized and awarded. “This will
also motivate other farmers so that they can take their
farming seriously as a business that can help fight
poverty” she said.

The Municipality participated in three categoriesin
this year's event namely; Household, Informal and
National. Finalists in all these categories will be
representing the municipality in the up-coming district
event to be held on the 12th August 2008. L etta Kale
was announced findist whilst Morufa Chuene and Maria
Chabalala became first and second-runners-up
respectively in the Household category. The informal
category'sfindist award was scooped by ElidaMphahlele
whilst Nkoe Madikwe Farming Project and Lesina
Mogofe settled for 1st and 2nd runners-up respectively.
But the biggest highlight of the day went to the hosts,
Hunadi a Modipadi Small stock Production when they
were announced the finalists in the National market
category.
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LDA Holds Agric Gonsultation Summit
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agricultural stakeholders including amongst
others; farmers, agro-processors, financial
institutions, strategic partners and government
officials from various departments converged
at the Ranch Hotel outside Polokwane for the
Agricultural Consultation Summit. The aim of
the summit was to consult with the broader
Agricultural sector on how the sector can best
implement the Apex priority, Project 7 on Land
and Agrarian Reform Programme(LARP) as
announced by the State President during the
state of the Nation Address in February.

Resolutions taken will form part of the
Limpopo submission to the National Agric
Consultation Summit which started on
Wednesday, 30 July and ends on Friday, 1 August
2008 at the same venue. Speaking at the summit,
the MEC for Agriculture, Mme Dikeledi
Magadzi indicated that stakeholders’
participation was important in the shaping of
sustainable agricultural approaches. She
highlighted the need to fight poverty, accelerate
economic growth, improve skills and reaching
out to the previously marginalized groups
particularly women and youth.

She said LARP s an integrated sustainable
land redistribution approach whose focus and
mandate is to redistribute five million hectares
of commercia agricultural land within two years,
increase black entrepreneursin the agricultural

industry, and provide universal access to
comprehensive agricultural support, increase
agricultural production and trade.

She acknowledged that in Limpopo the main
challenge facing land redistribution is the fact

government’s land redistribution goals.

“We need strategies to reenergise and
reinvent the sector in the face of global food
crisis. We need to empower the farmers to be
more competitive, lest they and the sector

Sharing ideas during the break at the summi are from the leftt, Mr Phil van AZyl (ZZ2 Managing
Director) MEC Magadzi and Gert Raal (Agri-Limpopo Media Official).

that farmers could not afford the exorbitant price
tags put on the farms on sale than the availability.
Furthermore, the MEC stated that LARP was
put in place to accelerate land reform. She said
concerted efforts were needed to achieve

become extinct. This forum seeks to consult
with you on the possible strategies and
approaches to make LARP a real vehicle in
dealing land redistribution in order to respond
to the food crisis,” she said.

From page 2
Lepelle-
Nkumpi takes
Awards
Geremony

Winnersflanked
by Clir Beatrice
Mphahlele (first
fromleft) and
Department of
Agriculture
Lepelle-Nkumpi
Municipal
Manager Mr.
Morris Nkuna
(first fromright)
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