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F a r m e r s  i n
Limpopo are
n o w

connected thanks to the interventions
made by the MEC for Agriculture Me.
Dikeledi Magadzi, who intervened in
the communication challenges faced by
the farmers. The Partnership between
cellular phone network provider
Vodacom and farmers Union TAU SA
North was signed in Polokwane on
Thursday 02 October 2008. The
partnership agreement between the two
parties will address the communication
challenges faced by many farmers in
areas where there is no cell phone
reception and were Izinyoka were active
by stealing Telkom copper cable

Mr. Steve Lukhwa, Vodacom
Regional Manager: Corporate Sales welcomed
everyone who was present during the signing
ceremony. He said “We are here to cement the
partnership between Vodacom and TAU SA
North. It is the beginning of greater things,
hoping to provide a communication solution
to farmers in the province”. He further
announced that Vodacom has a fully fledged
office in Limpopo which will reduce turnaround
time in addressing telecommunication
challenges in the Province.

Ms Marie Helm, TAU SA North Regional
Manager speaking on behalf of the farmers

expressed her gratitude to MEC Magadzi for
her involvement in making this partnership
possible. “We have a committed MEC who has
the interest of the farmers at heart” she
said.MEC Magadzi was approached by TAU
SA North with the communication problems
faced by farmers in rural areas.Ms Helm said
farmers rely on telephones to communicate
with markets and the outside world as most
farm are in remote area far from towns.

Executive Head of Communication at

Vodacom Ms Palesa Chabula said that for the
past 15 years Vodacom has been South Africa’s

leading cellular network. She said the
partnership that is formed with TAU SA
North is important in that they will have
access affordable communication
solutions. “This is the beginning of
greater things’’ she concluded.

“There is perception that farmers do
not care about technology. This is a
challenge in Limpopo.” These were the
words of the Vodacom Regional
Manager: Strategic, Mr. Emmanuel
Ndou. Agriculture is a pillar of economy
in the province that is similar to Tourism
and Mining in Limpopo. This is why
Vodacom is committed to continue its
relation ship with farmers

The Acting Senior Manager:
Communication and Liaison Services, Mr.
Thembi Makhuvele represented LDA and said”
This agreement symbolizes the Private Public
Partnership providing a solution to challenges
in the farming community of our Province.”He
went on to thank Vodacom on behalf of the
MEC on speedily coming up with a solution
to the farmers problems.

In conclusion Mr. Lukhwa said he believed
the agreement is the beginning of better things
to come for farmers in Limpopo.

By Sophy Maponya

Back from left to right, Mr. Steve Lukhwa, Mr. Emmanuel Ndou, MS
Marie Helm, TAU SA North Qs Nyathi
Front from left to right, Ms Palesa Chabula and Mr. Thembi Makhuvele

World rabies day was recently commemorated in Bungeni village outside Elim in the Makhodo
Municipality of Vhembe District. This is an annual Event which is held in order to educate the
community about the dangers of rabies to both animals and human being. Vhembe District has

been chosen because of the high number of rabies cases reported in animals and human.
Dr Mampane Senior Manager Veterinary Services from the department told the gathering that rabies is transmitted through

bites and scratches from infected animals. He went on to say symptoms of infected animals are aggressiveness and restlessness
and such animals must be reported to veterinary officials, extensions officers or the police immediately.

The Executive Mayor of Vhembe District Cllr Falaza Mdaka called on members of the community to avail their pests for
free vaccination services made available to members of the community. He said if all members of the community respond
to the call of vaccinate pests it will bring an end to the loss of human lives due to a preventable disease.

The department of Health called on members of the community to visit the nearest clinic if they get bitten by a dog or
suspect that a child has been on contact with an infected dog or cat.

The theme of this year’s world rabies day is “vaccinate your dogs and cats. If is for free and can save lives, what are you
waiting for?”

By Busie Shibambo
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Headmen from
all the villages under

Kgoši Molepo recently converged at the tribal
offices in Moshate, Boshega village during the
Rabies Awareness day organised by LDA in
Polokwane Municipality. The village headmen
responded positively to the call by the
department and the meeting was also
blessed by the presence of Kgoši Maisha
III of the Molepo clan. The event was
aimed at informing the community about
the dangers of rabies on both pets and
human and also to correct the perpetuated
myth regarding the vaccination on
animals. It was agreed that the headmen
will deliver the messages to their
respective villages.
generally perceived myth amongst
community members that vaccinated
pets, especially dogs, no longer perform
as they used to after the vaccinations.
This, they [community members] said
was witnessed during hunting days when
the dogs would be lazy. Dr. Temba Malatse,
animal health services in Polokwane
municipality said that the myth needs to be
corrected. He told the farmers that vaccination
of pets does not in anyway affect the well-
being of the pets but rather prevent the

possibility of rabies infection. “Forget all the
myths and vaccinate your pets so that lives can
be saved” he said. In the Ga-Molepo area, the
disease was discovered in Mountainview in
1999.

Mr. Simon Mogale an animal health

technician told the farmers that this fatal, viral
disease can be transmitted to humans by pets
such as dogs and cats. “Rabies is transmitted
mainly by the bite of an infected animal because
the virus is found in saliva of a rabid animal”
he said. The symptoms of an infected animal

in most cases can be witnessed     in behavioural
changes of the animals. In most cases, wild
animals appear tame whilst domestic animals
become extremely aggressive. Salivation and
abnormal vocalisation are other symptoms that
can also be witnessed by pet owners. Mogale

advised the farmers and the community
at large that if they get bitten by dogs;
they should wash the wounds well for
at least five minutes with running water
and soap and rush immediately to the
nearest clinic or hospital. “Do not wait
for rabies symptoms before consulting
a medical practitioner because by then
it might be too late” Mogale said. He
said victims, who in most cases happen
to be children, must get medical
assistance because there is no effective
treatment for persons or animals once
the symptoms start  to show.

According to the Animal Disease
Act 35 of 1984, pet owners are
compelled by law to ensure that their

dogs and cats are vaccinated at three months
of age against rabies. This has to be repeated
within 12 months and then every 3 years.  The
community was advised to report any
suspicious-looking dogs seen in their areas to
the nearest veterinary offices or local police.

By Samo Komana

S c h o o l
g a r d e n i n g
compet i t ion

project is an initiative aimed at the active
involvement of all schools in food production
practices and the establishment of school orchards.
It is used to make school subjects more interesting
and meaningful to students. The garden
is a living entity that can serve as an
excellent resource to teach subjects while
allowing students to learn in an
environment that is relevant to classrooms
lessons (outcome based education), to
which most students are accustomed.

The department of Agriculture together
with the departments of Education, Health
and Social Development, Water Affairs
and Forestry and other stakeholders such
as NTK in Modimolle,  organized a school
gardening competition, with the objective
of creating a long lasting knowledge for
natural resource utilization. “We instill
knowledge through visible methods like
this competition by taking them out on
tours to progressive projects”, explained
Mr Lambert Moloto an Extension Officer
in the working closely with the schools.

The competition is opened for all Primary
Schools   in Modimolle Municipality. Extension
officers started preparing participants in March
and judging was done in beginning of September.
The award ceremony was held on the 25 September

20008 at Lekkerbreek Primary school.
The department of Education representative,

Ms Gladys Mboweni encouraged teachers to
change the old perceptions of learners about
agriculture. “Allowing your students to help plan
and design the garden can help them learn about
measuring, calculating, budgeting, and planning

ahead” she said. She went on to say “It is the
responsibility of Educators to ensure that children
develop an interest in agriculture at an early stage”.

Ms Ebelaine Fisher, a member of the judging
panel congratulated all participants for taking part

in the competition. “I am impressed by the hard
work and effort you have put on your gardens;
however there are those that need more work”.
She then encouraged those who did not win this
year, to prepare now, to enter for competition next
year.

The winners announced were:
Position = 1 Lekkerbreek Primary.
Position 2 = Heunningfontein Primary
Position 3=MpheMphe Primary,
All the finalists received trees from

the department of Water Affairs and
Forestry to beautify their surroundings
and Lekkerbreek Primary as the overall
winner received seeds and fertilizers from
NTK
outlined some of the programmes in
stimulating and developing learner’s
interest in agriculture. Teachers were
advised to enter their schools in the
departmental competitions such as Young
Aspirant Farmer of the Year competition.
“Today’s event creates a pathway to
Aspirant Young Farmer competition. Start
preparing now so that you enter under
School garden category” said Mr Mantsi
Morutse a crop scientist from the

Department. He concluded by saying “the
Department is prepared to assist schools with
seeds, fertilizers and provide technical support to
schools that are interested in staring gardening
projects”.

By Obakeng Mogara

Lekkerbreek Learners at the Garden

Traditional Leadsrs who attended the funtion
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Veld fires
cause  and

continue to damage agricultural land,
agricultural infrastructure and residential
property as well. In the beginning of this
season, there have been reports of
ravaging veld fires which caused millions
of rands worth of damages to grazing,

arable land as well as livestock. These
damages are mostly irreparable and have
a negative impact on the agricultural
economy.

Mopani  espec ia l ly  Tzaneen
Municipality is one of the hardest hit by
the devastating veld fires. Temo Towers
News visited some farmers in the Tzaneen
Municipality whose dreams were recently
shattered by the fires.

The first farm to be visited   belongs
to Mr and Mrs Samuel and Sophie
Mlangeni. This family trust had its two
houses and a lappa destroyed by the fire.
The 130 hectare grazing area was also
devastated fires.

“Thank God that the fires attacked the
grazing area before putting our cattle in

it. If it was not
f o r  s o m e
d e l a y e d
logistics, the
cattle could
h a v e  b e e n
placed in the
grazing area a
day before the
disaster struck
us. We pray
that these fires
should not
t o u c h  t h e
m a n g o e s ,
avocadoes and
cash crops in
the remaining
36 hectares,”
said.

Hardly a
k i l o m e t e r ,
f r o m  t h e
M l a n g e n i
farm is an 80
hectare farm
owned by Mr
P h i l e m o n
Machimana.
A b o u t  1 0
hectars of his
M a n g o
Orchard has
been burnt by

the ravaging veld fires. He said he was
expecting a bumper crop and now all that
remains are dreams.

“Since it happened, I was I felt like
going mad. Even now, I don’t know if
am normal,” said Machimana looking up
as if the  heavens could pour a glass of
blessings over his head and shame the
veld fires.

The last farm to be visited was a broiler

farm belonging to Mr Bennett Shilubana
in the Tarentaalrand area. On arrival, we
were met by the charred chickens and
flattened chicken structure, whilst the
smell of the ashes pushed away the
visitors. The owner Mr.  Shilubana
popularly known as BBR, did not get
closer to the structure saying it is too
painful for him. When everyone consoled
him, he cheered them up and indicated
that “where there is a will there is a way”
therefore hope should not be lost. “The
fire destroyed my business and source of
income, all 36 000 market ready chickens
died in the inferno” he lamented.

In the overall analysis of this ravaging
flame threatening the agricultural industry,
there seems to be more questions than
answers. What is the cause? Is the cause
natural or the work of arsonists? If it is
natural, hopefully, the preventative
measures like fire-belts could somehow
have lessened the impact. However, the
suspicion that  arsonists are involved
sends shivers down the  spine and one
asks himself what kind of person can do
this.

There are press reports that linked veld
fires to arsonists’ dissatisfied with the
pace at which the Land Claims
Commission is returning land to
claimants, particularly in Kwazulu-Natal.
‘Kwazulu-Natal fires linked to frustrations
over land claims’, ‘Farmers connect fires
to land dispute’, MEC to probe claims
arsonists sparked fires’ read headlines of
Business Day, Business Report and The
Citizen newspapers dated September 2
and 4.

If indeed there are bad elements in our
society who deliberately spark veld fires,
they need to repent. Who could disagree
with Kwazulu-Natal MEC for Agriculture
when he said, “I do not believe that
anyone in their right mind would engage
in criminal behaviour with such disastrous
consequences…”  Temo Towers News
would like to remind the citizens of this
country that the perpetrators of these
scandalous acts are can be prosecute in
line with the National Veld and Forest
Fires Act (Act No 101 of 1998).

By Samson Mabunda

Philemon Machimana on his devastated mango field.

Charred chickens in the burnt down Bennett Shilubana’s poultry structure.


