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AGRIGULTURE THE BEST DEPARTMENT IN LIMPOPD

v The Limpopo
By Samson Mabunda Department
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Agriculture (LDA) closes the year with a
golden smile on itsface as it was crowned
the Best Department for 2008 at thisyear’s
Premier’s Service Excellence Awards
ceremony held on Friday the 5th of
December at the Ranch Hotel outside
Polokwane. LDA was awarded a platinum
trophy and a certificate in recognition of
excellent service delivery to its clients
and innovations within available
programmes designed to transform the
agricultural sector and guarantee food
security of the nation.

Coincidentally, the honour was
bestowed on the LDA by its own MEC
and who was also Acting Premier, Mme
Dikeledi Magadzi. It was not the first
time that the Platinum Award landed at
Temo Towers, the LDA’s Head Quarters
where MEC Magadzi and the Head of
Department, Mr Bigman Maloa lead and

implement service delivery strategies.
The LDA scooped the Best Department
award for the first time in 2005 and
retained it the following year. The desire
of each Government
Department/Institution to annex this
prestigious award saw the Department of
Safety and Security take it away from the
LDA last year.

The Best Local Municipality of the
Year Award went to Musina Local
Municipality whilst Waterberg District
Municipality claimed the Best District
Municipality of the Year Award and they
each received platinum trophies. Thomani
Primary School from Vhembe District,
Pulamadimogo Primary School from
Waterberg District and the Provincial
Treasury’s Records Management unit
received Platinum Awards which goes
with R150 000, atrophy and certificate
in the Best Service Delivery Team,
I nnovation Teams and Best Support Team
Categories each.

The Premier’s Service Excellence
Awards were initiated in 2001 with the
aim of recognizing efforts, innovations
and commitment of individual or unitsin
various departments, government
institutions such as hospitals,
police stations and schools
demonstrate in improving
quality service delivery. The
Awards promote good
governance and accountability,
creativity, teamwork, spirit of
sharing best practices as well
delivering excellent services.

continue rendering quality
service to our clientsin 2009
and maintaining our status as
the best service delivery
Department through focused
commitment and hard work.
“said the elated Senior
Manager for Service Delivery
Mr Segoati Mahlangu

Prior the Awards ceremony,
the LDA hosted the end of the
year function for its staff at
which both Mrs. Magadzi and
Mr. Maloa encouraged their
staff to keep on improving
sarvice delivery like they were
doing. M r Maloa
acknowledged that there were
fewer technical administrative
areas where his staff should
improve on. The MEC urged
her staff to consider growing
vegetables in their backyards
[at the expense] of flowersand
lawns in order to help
themselves and the poor out in
the street.

“1 ask those of you who
water the lawns, to at |east
plant two rows of vegetable
crops. Christmas is about
sharing. There are street kids
out there, think about them,”

she said. She also remarked that she
wanted to see agriculture commercialised
with value-addition which would ensure
“we don’t see our farmers tomatoesrot” .

2nd from left Me Dikeledi Magadz holding a Trophy in a
celebratory mood with MEC Seaparo Sekoati (Black Suit)
flanked by the Provincial DG and officials

3rd from left MEC Dikeledi Magadzi celebrating with
Departmental Officials

From left Acting SGM Cor porate Gorvenance Thembi
Nkadimeng and MEC Dikeledi Magadz showing off the
Premier’s Excellence Awards.



Optimize control to eradicate
alien/invasive plants, farmers told

The Limpopo department of agriculture in
Capricorn District recently held the District
Land Care day at Seleteng, Ga-Mphahlele. The
aim was to alert farmers and the community
about the dangers and threats posed by alien
plants. Farmers from all five municipalities

Worker s showing off one of the alien plants they are busy

eradicating in the Mphahlele area

under Capricorn District camein their numbers
to ensure that they get first hand information
regarding alien plants. It was pleasing to note
that within the midst of these farmers, was a
great number of youths. The day was also
blessed by the presence of Kgosigadi Mphahlele
of Mphahleletriba Authority and representative
from the Lepelle-Nkumpi local municipality.
Addressing the attendees, acting senior manager
L epelle-Nkumpi/ Polokwane municipa cluster,
Mr. Mangou Ntsoane said the communities
and farmers should be very careful of the trees
they allow to grow on their land, more
especially alien plants as they pose a great

danger to the land. “We need to have control
measures over invasive plants in our
communities to make sure that these trees do
not take over our land” he said. Ntsoane
continued by saying that if farmers do not make
sure that the plants are controlled, there would
be no land for farming and suitable
plants and shrubs for grazing.
Land Care day is
commemorated yearly to optimize
productivity and sustainability of
natural resources which will result
in greater productivity, food
security, job creation and a better
quality of life for all. Mr.
Kgobalale, Inspector Soil and Land
Use management from the
National Department of
Agriculture told the gathered
audience that most of the alien
plants do not have natural enemies
hence they spread rapidly. He said
alien plants are plants from foreign countries.
“Not only do these plants consume more
water from the soil, they also outgrow our
indigenous plants and affect the beauty of our
country” he said. Kgobalale stressed that alien
plants are very poisonous to both human and
livestock and therefore the department has
embarked on an intensive programmeto control
and eradicate them. Other reasons given by
Kgobalale on why these plants need to be
controlled are that they cause soil erosion;
fosters loss of biodiversity and loss of
potentialy productive land. “We therefore need
to ensure that we protect our land from these

plants regardless of ¢+,
their location” he S mo KOManNa

said. Hewent further

on to say that these alien plantsin most cases,
grow nearer to therivers asthey consume more
water and this means rivers dry quicker than
they used to do. “If we take good care of our
land, it (land) will also return the favour: he
concluded.

The Conservation of Agricultural Resources
Act, 43 of 1983 (CARA), stipulates that there
should be proper maintenance of the production
potential of land by among other things,
combating and preventing soil erosion;
preventing the weakening or destruction of
water sources and combating of invader plants.
This means that planting of any alien plant
should be controlled by authorities hence the
categorisation of the plants. There are currently
three categories under regulation 15 of CARA.
Thefirst category prohibits plantation of invader
plantson any land or water surface e.g. Cereus
jamacaru. Category two allows plantation of
alien plants only in demarcated areas under
controlled conditions, e.g. the Blue gum tree.
Thelast category does not allow any occurrence
of alien plants unless they existed before this
regulation which loosely means that no further
planting unless permitted e.g. the jacaranda
tree.

The control measures that are currently in
place include the mechanical methods (felling,
removing, burning), chemical method (ring
barking, treatment of stumps), biologica control
and the integrated control (Combination of
trees).

“HERLRTY LIFESTYLE BETTER PRODUGTIVITY™

What aremarkable day! it was when
employees of LDA took part in the
wellness day that was arranged for
them. It day started with a fun walk
from Madzivhadila main gate to the
college hall, which is about 2
kilometres, however that did not matter
to officials who were willing to take
part. On the 25th of November 2008
all employees from Eastern cluster
gather together to celebrate *’living a
healthy lifestyle at work place”.
Wellness is one of the programmes
that government has initiated in order
to improve employees productivity
through hedlthy lifestyle at work place.
This was not a day for speeches, but
for peopleto enjoy themsealves through

various games, however the day was
not going to achieveits goal if people
were not motivated and advised on
why we should have wellness. Mr.
L esege Ntovhedzeni gave a
presentation on balancing wellness
through good healthy eating lifestyle.
Some of the issues he discussed were,
couples are found to be better judges
of their spousesif they are overweight.
Hefurther said, women are good when
it comes to weight issues and they
quickly act on it. To be healthy does
not necessarily mean to be physical
healthy. What it meansisthat you need
to be mental, emotional, spiritual and
financial balanced.

The day was meant for playing
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activitie.

Mopani played against Vhembe and
the result was Mopani 3- 0 Vhembe.
The fun continued with different
games such as nchuva, magava, tin
games, khadi (skipping rope) and
many more. The talent show was the
highlight of the day. People did many
things to showcase their different
talents, some sang, danced, played
guitar and poetry. It was indeed
balancing wellness for better
productivity. Winners were awarded
presents which was sponsored by
GEMS and avoucher from GYM 4U
a local gym in Thohoyandou.




PROVINCIAL LAND CARE AWARENESS DAY

MEC Dikeledi Magadz delivering a speech during the Land Care

Awareness Day

“No care for land, no land”. These were the
words that were being emphasized by most of
the speakers who attended the Provincia Land
Care Awareness Day. The day was celebrated
in Tzaneen on the Sth of December this year.
Various stakeholders and community
representatives from around the province
including the MEC for Agriculture Me Dikel edi
Magadzi attended this annual event.

The Land Car is about the sustainable use
and management of natural resourcesin such
away that future generation can still benefit
from them. This is a community based
participatory project that is supported by the

TOMPI SELEKA GENTRE OF

In a bid to change the mindset of emerging
Farmers to take Farming as a business and
become competitive, The National Department
of Agriculture (NDA) has partnered with the
South African Excellence Foundation and the
Limpopo Department of Agriculture (LDA)
in promoting excellence in Agriculture and
related business. To ensure that there is
paradigm shift among these emerging
Farmers, training Model was introduced
known as the Small Medium and Micro
Enterprise (SMME) Excellence Model. This
Model is aimed at training interested parties
who are working directly with Farmers such
as Extension Officers, Agricultural Economi<t,
Project Coordinators and L ocal devel opment
Officersin the Municipalitiesin participating
in the Facilitator Training Project. These
participants will in turn provide the Emerging
farmers with skillsthat will ultimately create
a culture of competitiveness and sustainable
business

The NDA onitsroll out plan to implement
the Excellence Model in all nine Provinces
saw Tompi Seleka College in the Sekhukhune

Government.

Mr M.R Selemela Senior
Manager Natural Resource
Management emphasized the
importance of communities
partnering and network with
stakeholdersin order to enhance
Natural resource Management.
He went on to say that the land
care programmes In all thefive
Didtricts are different and unique
according to area.

In Waterberg and Capricorn
Districts, the focus is primarily
on dieninvasive plantswhereas
in Vhembe District the focusis
on wetland management. In
Vhembe, Makuleke wetlands have been
declared International Wetland site. At Mopani
District the focus is on veld management and
on integrated grazing whereas erosion is a
problem that Sekhukhune District is the
focusing on.

Representatives from the five Districts
highlighted progress of their programmes. A
representative from Capricorn district said that
they are winning the battle on alien invasive
plants. There are two land care projects in
Mopani District namely Maruleng and
Bolobedu. The Mopani representative said that
they were having challenges of grazing land

District as a central nodal point to roll out
this SMME excellence model. The provincial
coordinator of thisModel Mr Seoka Nakampe
explained recently in interviews that after
Extension Officers and othersthat are trained
on the Content of this model they are then
required to develop Action plans for the
Projects that they work with. They then
develop aneed assessment, identify both areas
of weakness and improvements and implement
the model after training the Farmer and
devel oping an implementation plan according
to the needs of the Farmer or Project.

Small Micro and Medium Enterprise
model content involves the farmer being
trained on various aspects of Business such
Record Management, Leadership
Management, Customer Management among
other things. For thisfinancial year since the
Model was introduced twenty five (25)
facilitators have been trained and a steering
committee has been formed and fifteen (15)
facilitators have qualified to implement the
programme.

The excellence Model is being used as a
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problems Fulufhelo %uhala
emanated from
veld fires that destroyed their grazing. She
concluded by saying that they have to improve
on this by educating the community not to burn
the veld. Waterberg District emphasized the
importance of Area wide planning and said
they are winning the battle against bush
encroachment. The Wetlands in VVhembe
especialy in Muswodi whereitisdry areaare
well taken care of and the communities are
already deriving benefits from this source of
water. The representative from Sekhukhune
said that the District Municipality is also going
to be part of the Land Care Programme and
they are busy reclaiming and controlling further
damage of the land through erosion.
Delivering the keynote address the MEC
for Agriculture called on other Municipalities
to emulate the Sekhukhune District
Municipality by joining in the Land Care
campaign as well. She urged farmers to take
care of natural resources that make it possible
for farmers to farm and earn an income. She
concluded by saying that people should take
care of the land so as to optimize productivity
and sustainable use of natural resourcesleading
to greater productivity, food security, job
creation and better quality of life for all.

Management Ban/
tool f or" By Nape Masemola

continuous

improvement towards excellencein agriculture
and related business, which will contribute
towards the enhancement of second economy
under Accelerated Shared Growth Initiative
for South Africa (ASGISA). When asked
how this model will assist Farmers, Mr
Nakampe said that farmers will be able to
compete with well established ones;
furthermore the model will enhance the skill
level of these farmers. In abid to ensure that
thismodel will benefit al farmers across the
Province, the LDA is offering these trainings
at Madzivhandlela College of Agriculturein
the Vhembe District. Mr Nakampe went
further to say that these training interventions
will be offered at no cost to Farmers which
is great since most emerging Farmers are
struggling to make ends meet. He concluded
by saying that the servicesthey offer are many
and that they are available to all Farmers
across Limpopo and they can be accessed by
visiting the two training centers.




CHRISTMAS PARTY IN PICTURES

Tiveka Lodse 05 DECEMBER 200%

Thisisthe last edition of Temo News for this year. Team communications wishes you a Merry Christmas and
Happy New year. More reading next year.
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