
Limpopo Province’s Premier Sello Moloto
led a delegation to Italy.  Premier Moloto was
accompanied by MEC’s for Agriculture and
Economic Development, Tourism and
Environment Mme Dikeledi Magadzi and Mr
Collins Chabane, the Executive Mayor of
Polokwane and Greater Tzaneen Municipal
Mayor, Messres Thabo Makunyane and OJ
Mushwana, representatives from Parastatals
such as Trade and Investment Limpopo (TIL),
Limpopo Business Support Agency (LIBSA)
and Limpopo Tourism and Parks Board (LTP)
also visited Italy on the last week of May on
trade and investment mission.

Addressing the media on their return from
Italy, the Premier Moloto and MEC Magadzi

concurred that the visit will bring economic
fruits to Limpopo. According to the Premier,
the delegation was engaged in fruitful
discussions with the leadership of Italy’s three
provinces namely; Marche, Tuscany and
Emilia Romagna. The discussions centered
on agriculture, tourism and environment.

Some of agricultural issues looked at
include agricultural cooperatives and the
transfer of skills to emerging farmers of the
“latest Italian farming and processing skills”.
 “Underpinning this mission was a follow-up
on a joint commitment made by the South
African Embassy in Italy, the Italian
Confederation of Industries and our national
Department of Agriculture to help facilitate

the establishment of
a g r i c u l t u r a l
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d
processing zone ---
referred to as Food
Park,” the premier
indicated.
Moloto stated that
there was a need to
have a fresh produce
m a r k e t  i n  t h e
p r o v i n c e  s i n c e
Limpopo is a home
of a large fresh
produce. It was also
indicated that i t
w o u l d  d o  t h e
Limpopo good if
agro-processors were
established in the
province.  On the
establishment of the
fresh produce market,
the premier indicated
that such would not
be an overnight

achievement. “…We should be having a fresh
produce market. It is understandable that the
majority of the farmers have entered into
agreements and long term relationships [with
some markets outside the province] which
cannot be simply done away with” he
indicated.

He indicated that Limpopo could learn
better from the Italy’s agricultural
development especially on cooperatives since
Italy’s model is internationally acclaimed in
this regard. It is expected that Limpopo will
benefit from the Italian Trade and Investment
Mission visit as the delegation met with
leaders of organised business in the
agricultural sector.
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From left: MEC Dikeledi Magadzi and Premier Sello Moloto during the media conference at the Office of the Premier.



05-11 June 2008-Page 2

In its 2008 Aspirant Young Farmer of
the Year Awards held at Kgapane in
the Greater Letaba Municipality on 4
June, Mopani District crowned Terrence
Malatjie as the 2008 District champion.
Malatjie scooped R5 000.00 for out-
shining his competitors in the Top
producer for commercial use category.

He responded on behalf of the
participants in the Awards. In his
response, he said that the award had
overwhelmed him so much that he did
not have much to say, except remarking
that his fellow competitors from other
districts should expect a stiff
competition from him in the coming
provincial event of the same awards on
Thursday, June 14, 2008 in Polokwane.

“I am confident that I will beat them
at the provincial level,” Malatjie said.

Other aspirant young farmers who
like the Sekgosese- Lemondokop born
Greater Letaba Municipal ambassador
received first prizes are; Adam
Mabunda of A hi tirheni vatsonga farm
from Dzumeri in Giyani (Beginners’
category), Rethusitswe Primary School
from Namakgale in Phalaborwa (Top
primary school on agriculture category)
and Merensky High School from
Tzaneen (Top specialised agricultural
school category).

Following the same order starting
from Marama Agric. Trust from
Tzaneen (Top producer for commercial
use category), Baberwa Agric.

Enterprise from Letaba, Baleni Primary
School from Shawela in Giyani,
Mandela Barloworld Agric. High
School received R4 000.00 in 2nd prize
money each.  The R3 000.00 3rd prizes
went to Vuk’uzenzele from Maruleng,
Solly Mopai Agric. Project from
Tzaneen, Baberwa Primary School.

Delivering the keynote address on
behalf of the host Municipal Mayor
who was unable to attend, Councillor
City Modjadji indicated that the
Limpopo Department of Agriculture
(LDA) should be applauded for
initiating these awards. He indicated
that it was about time the youth
considered agriculture as a career worth
following. “Gone are the days when
people would start farming on
retirement. That mentality of winding
time in farming when someone had
nothing else to do must go,” stated
Modjadji.

LDA off i c ia l s  a t t ached  to
Transformation Services, Messres
Khathu Sadiki (Head Office) and Isaac
Nyambi (Mopani District) spoke during
the event and encouraged the youth to
do agri-business. Concurring with what
Councillor Modjadji indicated, “Gone
are those days when farming was meant
for our grannies,” remarked Nyambi.

“Within five years from now, I must
have produced at least five millionaires.
Failure to do so, I must leave the
Department and go elsewhere,”
emphasised Sadiki jokingly.

By Samson Mabunda

Celebrations of June activities enjoyed greater
involvement by all South Africans in the past.
The question we all need to ask ourselves now
is: “What happened to the much celebrated Youth
Month?”

Perhaps reflecting a bit on the day June 1976
would help us understand why there is a need
for us to remind our youth in South Africa that
this is their time.

On the morning of 25th May 1976 a fellow
South African of European descend who was a
Director of the South African Institute of Race
Relations sent a telegram to the MP representing
the Progressive Reform Party in Parliament asking
him to warn the Deputy Minister of “Bantu

Education” Dr. Andries Treurnicht of the
simmering problem at Soweto. His plea fell on
deaf ears.

The insistence by the then authority on
making Afrikaans a compulsory medium of
instruction was met with resistance that the World
has ever seen. Afrikaans was seen as the
oppressor’s language. Events of June 16 1976
became a springboard for student activism in our
country. Through youth activism, the planners
of divide-and-rule were forced to review the Land
Acts of 1913 and 1936 as well as the Pass Law
and Black Urban Areas Act of 1945 respectively.

This month as we join the rest of South Africa
in celebrating the Youth Month, we ALL need to

remind them again
that this is their
time and that this

is their country.
As citizens of this country and as people, we

have the responsibility to say to our youth: “The
youth of 1976 knew no ethnicity, clan nor tribe.”
We should not be shy to say to them that this
country belongs to ALL who live in it.

As a Department of Agriculture, our specific
message to them this year is that the future belongs
to them. They are the ones who should make our
food security program sustainable. As we move
from Agriculture to industrial development, we
rely on them - for they are the future.

By Khathu Sadiki

Youth Month

Terrence Malatjie (middle) flanked by Cllr City Modjadji (left) and Khathu Sadiki.
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Mahumani Tribal Authority at Giyani in Mopani
District welcomes maize trials conducted in its area.
Speaking during the farmer’s Day at Nkomo Village
recently, the acting chief, Ndhuna Morries Malungani
appreciated the maize trials which Limpopo
Department of Agriculture (LDA) was conducting in

that area. In his
opinion, LDA should
make research like it
made at Nkomo since
such research had
p r o v e d  m o r e
educating to farmers.

He indicated that
historically Africans
were farmers, but the
majority quit after
facing challenges like
d rough t .  “ I t  i s
unfortunate that most
African farmers have
left farming due to
challenges. We should
be producing more

food for nations as poverty and hunger pose a serious
challenge to Africa. It hurts to see African countries
receiving food parcels from other countries while we
have the land and hands to produce food for ourselves,”
he indicated.

Ndhuna Malungani is of the view that Africa will

only be fully
independent at
the time that

she can stand on her own by producing her own food.
He said that it was discouraging to see the youth
showing no interest in agriculture. He called upon the
“people to come back to farming to feed the nation”.

According to Mr Nicho Mailula, researcher
attached to Agronomic Research and Innovation Branch
within LDA, the Department wants to see farmers
make a living from farming, hence the research on
better farming practices. The Municipal Manager
within LDA in Giyani, Ms. Jane Mudau indicated that
it was encouraging to hear farmers talk positively
about LDA.Ms Mudau indicated that  programmes
which farmers appreciate will be continued with.

Farmers’ representative, Mr Ronald Masonto said
that more Farmer’s Days should be arranged as they
served as a platform for farmers to share experiences.
The Farmer’s Day was hosted at Simon Mathebula’s
farm where maize trials on planting methods like
broadcasting and [systematic] spacing, fertilisation
were conducted.  Local farmers and farmers from
neighbouring villages attended the event.

Makhuduthamaga Municipality held
two food security information days at
Ga-Marishane and Ga-Maloma
recently. The purpose of this
event was to engage farmers on
the much anticipated progress
made on the research conducted
by the Agricultural Research
Council on the challenges for
water and food.

The research was conducted
after a national outcry about the
loss of interest in farming
activities throughout South
Africa. Farmers stated various
reasons such as drought, the
increasing prices of seed,
fertilizers and fuel as some of
the challenges they are faced
with. The Limpopo Department
of  Agricul ture (LDA) in
conjunction with the ARC
conducted a research to find out
what other contributory factors
were there. A trial was done in
Makhuduthamaga with Maize
and Sorghum.

When explaining the back round of
the programme Mr. Nico Mailula from

the Department of Agriculture Research
and Innovation division said that they

have done comparison of four types of
Seeds from ARC with local Seeds from
farmers to check which one is best suited

for dry lands.
Factors that

w e r e
looked in to where the
f o l l o w i n g :
•    seeds ,

•  weight,
•  planting population,
•  types of fertilizers used,
•  and how does the inter-

cropping affects  crops.
Speaking from Ga- Maloma

where one of the event was
held, the Chairperson of the
S e k o k o m o g o  F a r m e r s
Association Koko Letageng
Nkagiseng thanked Limpopo
Department of Agriculture for
the initiatives. She further
stressed that this measures
were necessary and vital since
farming  can alleviate poverty
a n d  s t o p  p e o p l e  f r o m
depending on grants. She
appealed to the traditional
leaders and ward councilors to

make land available for farming. These
sentiments were echoed by Kgoshi
Mogashwa.

By Tumi Tabane

By Samson Mabunda

Third from left: Mr Nico Mailula LDA researcher  explains  the results of maize trials.

 Mr Felix Sefala explaining to the attendees the results of the trial.


