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V h e m b e
District hosted
an Integrated

Food Security and Nutrition Summit
on 5 February 2009 at Mirunzini near
Thohoyandou. The summit was in
accordance with the Limpopo
Provincial Government which aspires
to achieve food security for all, hence
the Provincial Integrated Food Security
and Nutrition Summit called in
Polokwane last year.

The Vhembe summit like the
provincial one, looked at the challenges
faced by the poor and vulnerable
households in Limpopo Province due
to food price increases and insufficient
access to food. The main task for the
summit was to develop joint initiatives
to respond to this challenge of food
insecurity.

The Acting Senior Manager for
Food Security from the Limpopo
Department of Agriculture, Mr. Silas
Sitholimela outlined the purpose of the
summit.  He stated that the mandate
for addressing food insecurity is derived
from the Integrated Food Security
Strategy of South Africa which is a
framework for collective efforts by all
concerned stakeholders.  He said its
primary objectives focused on the need
to increase household food production
and trading, improve income generation
& job creation opportunities, improve
nutrition and food safety awareness,
Improve safety nets & food emergency
management.

He indicated that that there was a
need to improve analysis  and
information management regarding
Food Insecurity and Vulnerability
Information Management Systems,
integration of strategies and improving
institutional capacity.

Speaking on behalf of Vhembe
Executive Mayor, Councillor Phologa
stated that the summit has been
convened after realising that poorest
households have become extremely
vulnerable as they spend more of their
income on food, due to rising food
prices. He indicated that poor families
were the hardest hit by high cost of
basic foodstuffs such as bread and
maize meal.

It emerged at
the summit that
food security and
n u t r i t i o n
impacted on the
performance of
school kids. An
off ic ia l  f rom
L i m p o p o
Department of
Education, Mr.
M a l o p e
M a l a p a n e
mentioned that”

many kids at schools lack concentration
due to hunger and cannot perform to
their best potential”. To intervene, the
Department came up with the school
nutrition programme to ensure kids do
not go hungry at schools.

The multi stakeholder forum to be
led by both the Departments of
Agriculture and Health and Social
Development was formed.

By Busi Shibambo

Stakeholders discussing issues during commission sessions

Acting Senior Manager Mr Silas Sitholimela addressing the audience
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INVITATION

Founded in 2006, The Limpopo IDC-Nguni Cattle Development Trust is a partnership development orientated
institution formed by the Limpopo Department of Agriculture, Industrial Development Corporation and the
University of Limpopo. The Trust’s objective is to establish successful Nguni Stud Cattle Breeders in the Limpopo
Province. Our Nguni Cattle Development Programme is rated one of the best and fast growing cattle development
programmes in South Africa by the Nguni Cattle Farmers’ Associations.

The Trust wishes to invite interested farmers from Mopani and Vhembe District(s), who want to participate in
the Limpopo IDC-Nguni Cattle Development Programme to apply. The Trust undertakes to loan the farmers a
herd of Registered Nguni Cattle for a period of five (05) years, the loan shall be repaid within a period of five
years by either through  a herd of cattle equivalent in number and quality to the animals received and should
be from the same herd or money to the value of the initial herd received.

Requirements for candidates:-

- Interest on Stud farming with Nguni Cattle Breed

- Own a farm suitable for cattle farming and also have basic animal handling facilities

- Possess basic cattle management skills

Applications should be accompanied by Certified Copies of ID, Proof of Farm Ownership and a short description
of the farm and utilization history.

Please submit your applications to the following address:-

The Chairperson

Limpopo IDC-Nguni Cattle Development Trust

University of Limpopo (Turffloop Campus)

E-Block Office No 12

Closing date: 28 February 2009

If you have not received a response within 30 days after the closing date, please consider

your application unsuccessful.

Private Bag x 1106

Sovenga

0727


