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Last night Limpopo Department of Agriculture (LDA)
hosted an Aspirant Young Farmer Awards event at
Oasis Lodge in Polokwane. These Awards which are
running for the third year are aimed at recognising
and rewarding young agribusiness entrepreneurs.
They also serve as a support mechanism to the
succession strategy which will ensure young people
become farmers and succeed their parents.

The provincial event was preceded by district
events whose winners competed to determine winners
at provincial level. Before the Awards, an annual
Youth Conference for youth in agriculture was held.
The role that young people can play in the agricultural
industry and the contribution they can make to the
country’s economic growth through agricultural
entrepreneurship was discussed.

Prizes went as follows;
The Top Producer for Commercial Use category

winner, Kgapane Farming Enterprise CC. from
Sekhukhune walked away with R60 000, whilst
Terrence Malatji from Mopani received R40 000 first
runner-up prize and the second runner-up prize of

R20 000 went to Lufuno Nesane from Vhembe. In
the Top Producer for Household Use category, A hi
tirheni Vatsonga farm from Mopani outsmarted its
competitors and won R40 000, followed by Ledzudza
farming CC from Capricorn and Alpheus Khakhu
from Vhembe who received R20 000 and R10 000
for first and second runner-up prizes respectively.

The Top Specialised Agricultural School category
winner, Hoerskool Merensky from Mopani was
awarded R 20 000, whilst Vhembe’s Dimani High
School got R 16 000 first runner-up prize. Ntshuxi
Combined School from Vhembe pocketed R 15 000
as the winner in the Top Secondary School in
Agriculture, followed by Capricorn’s Mafolofolo
which was awarded R 10 000. The Top Primary
School in Agriculture category produced the champion
from Vhembe in Xihlovo Primary School which
received R 10 000, whilst the R 8 000 and R 5 000
first and second runner-up prizes went to Rethušitšwe
Primary and Ernest Matlou Schools from Mopani
and Capricorn respectively.

Besides the awarded prize monies, winners from

the second runner-up to the first positions in all
categories will get infrastructural development
of their projects ranging from R10 000 to R240
000 worth R1120000000 from LDA.

The major criteria used for entering and
adjudicating looked at the youth between the ages
of 18 and 35 who are farmers in their own right;
the project must be owned and managed by 90%
of young farmers in the case of groups. Household
use, local, national or export markets for which
the young farmers targeted were considered.
her congratulating remarks at the ceremony,
Limpopo MEC For Agriculture, Mme Dikeledi
Magadzi said that young farmers must ensure their
produce compete globally. She encouraged them
to have alternative means to produce regardless
of challenges facing us like electricity outages.
The MEC indicated that young farmers should
know that their agri-business was making
contribution to the nation’s economy, therefore
they should not underestimate themselves.
more you make little things, the more you will
be growing. Go out there and do more; feed the

nation and create jobs,” she urged the young farmers.
She also stated that Government was committed in
offering support to farmers, but it should be taken
into account that it “does not have bottomless budget”
which could make it provide every single financial
support farmers requested.

According to MEC Magadzi, the youth interest
in agriculture should be generated at early age. “Our
children must learn agricultural technologies at
primary schools from early age,” she said. The MEC
said there were important role-players whose
contribution was always ignored i.e. farm workers.
“We need to have a Limpopo Farm worker of the
Year Award because farm workers are important
people in the industry,” she said.

She applauded Lephalale Municipality in
Waterberg District which is already honouring farm
workers to that effect. Present at the awards giving
ceremony were representatives from the Limpopo
Youth Commission, National Department of
Agriculture, Financial institutions and councillors
especially from Polokwane Municipality.

Standing second from left, MEC Dikeledi Magadzi with the winners posing for photo at the Aspirant
Young Famer Awards in Polokwane.
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