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Agricultural communities engage in
solidarity march against fllllll IIISBI}III‘IW

Currently
By Respect Chabangu . southAfricaas
anation has a

population of 47 million people. According to the
report released by Statistics South Africa, out of the
entire population, 9 million people are living below
poverty line. Those are members of the communities
who do not have access to basic food stuff for

survival. About 35% of the South Africansfall within
this category. The most vulnerable in this group are
women, children, the elderly, chronicaly ill,

unemployed and shack dwellers.

World Food Day has assumed greater meaning
at this present day and time. The rapid rising of food
prices domestically and internationally has not only

pose a challenge to the populace who do not have

income but also to those who are at the brink of
poverty. The country’s constitution guarantees
progressive social rights that every citizen has the
right to have access to sufficient food and water and
that the state must take reasonable legislative and
other measures, within its available resources to
achieve the realization of thisright.

“Our terrain of struggle has changed from
struggling for freedom to a struggle for social
emancipation of our people from hunger, poverty
and malnutrition. We must all become the Charlotte
Maxekes of today by actively participating in the
fight against hunger and poverty amongst our
people,” said Acting MEC for Agriculture honourable
Seaparo Sekoati when addressing more than two
thousand attendees at Mokomeni Stadium in
Botlokwa under Molemole Municipality.

This year, the world food day was globally
celebrated under the theme: “World Food Security
and challenges of climate change and bioenergy”.
The theme seek to address challenges of climate
change and competition for crops with other
industries among other factors that could increase
natura hazards are veld fires, cold spells and droughts
in combination with higher temperatures could have
aserious impact on food productions that can lead
to food shortage. The World Food Day celebrate
begun with 1kilometre march that was led by

dignitaries such as Acting
MEC Seaparo Sekoati, Local B
Municipal Mayor, Kgoshi
Ramokgopa, local councillors,
Agricultural unions and top
management in the
department.

Sekoati added that the
impact of drought extends
beyond food shortages and
negatively affects national
economies and reduces the
country’s ability to export
crops and generate foreign
currency. “New industry
developments such asthe bio- fuel industry use crops
to generate fuel. The production of bio- fuel in the
country has raised some serious concerns about its
likely negative impact on food production, said
Sekoati. He reiterated that the bio fuel research in
Tompi Selekaisnot at the expense of food production
and food security as it involves the empowerment
of farmers by identifying new farmers who will
produce sunflower and soya bean for the bio- fuel
incubator.

Ever since our country has been ravaged by high
food prices, the provincia government convened an
Intergrated Food Security Summit in May this year.
The summit brought together stakeholdersin the
agricultural, health, social development sectors,
academies and non government organization to
deliberate and strategies on how best to respond to
these challenges of high food prices and food
insecurity. The summit has resolved to amongst
other issues to mention but few:

Embark on social mobilization for promotion
of self reliance involving the people themselves by
persuading people to produce their own food such
as vegetablesinstead of buying.

The Department of Agriculture promotes the
concept of backyard gardens particularly for food
insecure households and reduce dependence on
buying vegetables. One of the sustainable methods
of production when producing food where emerging

Molemole Municipality Mayor Cllr Monica Mohale together with
Acting MEC For Agriculture honourable Seaparo Sekoati (middle)
marching against food I nsecurity during World Food Day

farmers can use alternative sources of energy such
asanimal drawn implements instead of buying an
expensive tractors was recommended at the
conference. Promote the production and consumption
of indegenious foods, like merogo and other insects
that has been part of our delicacies asAfricans need
to be revisited. In responding to the challeges faced
by vulnerable households, the Department has put
in place sustainable strategies to address food
insecurity.

MEC Sekoati encouraged all beneficiaries who
recelved food packages and seeds to work tirelessly
to ensure that in their own way they wage areal war
against hunger and poverty. “The department is
spearheading a very exciting initiative called a
“sibuyele emasimini” whichisacal to al of usto
embrace our well known African tradition of tilling
the soil to produce food for families,” he said.

Before finishing his address MEC Sekoati made
apleato every body to take upon themselves as their
responsibility in helping to fight against hunger and
poverty which is seen as athreat to every individual.
“There are no spectators in this game, we are al
players who must play like ateam in order to win
the war against hunger and poverty. Asa ceremonial
gesture that symbolize the essence of World Food
Day, MEC Sekoati handed over food packages for
ten beneficiaries who were representatives from all
district in the across the province.

More pictures on page 2



Mamoepa to represent LDA in the Driver
of the Year competition

Eﬂ N/K/I\N\NJ a With the month of
y Nape Masemola ™ octoper being
Las g declared the Transport

Month by the Department of Roads and Transport
under the theme: " Transport infrastructure-Creating
aLasting Legacy 2010 and beyond”; the Limpopo
Department of Agriculture in the Sekhukhune
District celebrated the events in style with the
Sister Department (Roads and Transport)by
producing the finest Driver there. The competition
which isthe baby of the Department of Roads and
Transport is held annually to recognize individuals
from all walks of life being Government or Private
Sector Employees who demonstrate excellent skills
in driving, knowledge of Road Rules, pre-Trip
inspection, general Maintenance of the Vehicle and
the ever complex track test.

Heldin Marble Hall in the Greater Sekhukhune
District, contestants went through a gruesome test
that lasted for about aweek. It was not by mistake
that the overall winner would emerge from this
Department in the form of Mr Tibe Mamoepa
Affectionally known as Morrel, Mr Mamoepa has
been a loyal Employee of this department since
1984 and he has never been caught by the Law
Enforcers (Traffic Officers) for speed or any other
offence punishable by Road Safety Act. When asked

how he felt about winning the
Competition, Mamoepa said he felt
proud for having represented the
Department so exceptionally and for
having had the opportunity to
Compete with other drivers across
the District. He went further to
explain that winning the competition
was a bonus since it was not only
about winning but also gaining
valuable information that will be
useful in the future since he spent
most of histime behind the steering
wheel.
competition iswhat Mr Mamoepais
looking forward to asthiswill afford
him the opportunity to lock horns with some of the
finest Drivers from the Province, so he said before
thanking the two most influential people who
encouraged him to enter the competition by the
names of MmeAlice Ramorokawho isthe Transport
officer at the Sekhukhune District Office and Mr
ChuwanaMellowhoisadriver at Makhuduthamaga.
‘Had it not been the two for persuading me | would
not have entered the Competition and knowing all
these’ so said Morrel.

Mme Ramoroka said that this is not the first

From left Deputy Manager HRS Mr SD Matsetela, Caretaker
Manager, Mr PH Mashiane, Transport Officer Mme MA Ramoroka,
Current Winner Mr T Mamoepa, And Mr CJ Mello (Previous
Winner) Posing for pictures after congratulating Mr Mamoepa

time Sekhukhune District won this Award because
the winner of the 2007 was also from
SekhukhuneDistrict. Mme Ramoroka said that this
demonstrate that last year results were not a fluke
but a demonstration of commitment and dedication
from employees of Sekhukhune who are always
willing to go the extramile. Mr Mello encouraged
driversto participate in this competition since they
will be very advanced in terms of both knowledge
and driving and that the lesson learned will assist
them in being the safest drivers

World Food Day at Mokomeni Stadium in Botlokwa
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