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MEG Magadzi launches 1a NDA &
Nkuzi Development Association
supported projects In Bﬂlll‘lﬂlll‘ll

On Thursday, 18 September
2008, the MEC for
Agriculture in Limpopo,
Mme Dikeledi Magadzi
launched 15 National
Development Agency (NDA)
and Nkuzi Development
Association supported
community projects in g
Capricorn District. The
projects are mostly
agriculturally-focused;
dealing with vegetable and
field crops. However, only
one project in Didgolo
Agricultural Project based at
Ga-Didgale in Molemole
Municipality whose activities
also include cattle farming.

The launch took place at
Damada outsi de Pol okwane and was preceded
by the handing over of a tractor to Didgolo
Agricultural Project members. Addressing the
farmers from various launched projects, MEC
Magadzi advised small-scale farmersto regard
farming as a business from which to earn a
living. She discouraged tendencies which some
beneficiaries of community development
projects have in general, whereby they viewed
devel opment projects as places to chase away
boredom.

“Agricultureisabusiness. It must be treated
as such. The project mentality which makes
some beneficiaries [of government sponsored
projects] not to be committed in what they are
doing is not welcome. Turn these small-scale
projects into viable business enterprises,
government will assist you,” she indicated. At
the same time, she advised those in cattle
farming to sell their livestock when they still
have good market value instead of keeping
them long until they lost monetary value. “ Sell
the young ones and make money,” she
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On the tractor is Ms Rebecca Makgopo, looking on closer from her right, Chief Ngove,

MEC Magadz, Ms Sarah Malatji as well as some project members and officials at the
handing over of a tractor to Dikgolo Agricultural Project prior the launch

emphasised.

The MEC indicated that beneficiaries should
support local development plans and respond
to household food security challenges through
agriculture. In response to the high food prices,
she suggested that Limpopo’s people should
produce food in the smallest piece of land
available including backyards. “We are
encouraging people to have backyard gardens
to produce vegetables for own consumption
instead of buying vegetables,” she said.

She said farmers should form armies against
poverty through the establishment of farmers
cooperatives which have the potential of
uplifting farmers regardless of status. She cited
Sasekisani Egg Producers Cooperative which
is growing from strength to strength although
it was born from her department’s poverty
alleviation programme as an example. She
highlighted that this cooperative which supplies
the community with eggs was formed by
individual household beneficiaries of the afore-
said programme, which collectively put their

By Samson Mabunda

eggsin one business and they are
reported to be doing well.

The ND A’s Chief Executive
" Officer, Mr Godfrey Mokate had
earlier on told the gathering that
his agency was government
f| funded and supported community
l development initiatives.
However, he said the purpose of
NDA was not to continually fund
aproject, but “to see the funded
| project become abusinessand an
employer”. “We can’'t remove
somebody from poverty, what we
can do isto support you. It isup
to you to remove yourself from
poverty through the support that
we giveyou,” he said.

To add spice to this community
development cream, there are activities geared
towards empowering the communities regarding
sewing, Science, Mathematics and Technology
and according to Mr Solly Morudu, a project
leader at Bochum, thisinitiative has produced
medical practitioners and engineers aslearners
are offered help in science practicals and extra
classes during weekends and holidays.

Speaking to Temo Towers he said, “We
have produced meteorologists, doctors and
engineersin some fields other than agriculture.
Now we would like to produce agricultural
engineers.”

Applauding support which saw farmers
receive a tractor, both the Chairperson and
project assistant of Didgolo Agricultura Project,
Ms Sarah Malatji and Ms Rebecca Mokgopo
sang praises to the Government, NDA and
Nkuzi Development Association. “I wish |
could be receiving training in operating atractor
right now. | cannot wait...” said MsMokgopo.



HEAD OFFICE STAFF CELEBRATES CASUAL DAY

The 5th of
By Mosima Mokoka: sentember was a
different working

day in the department when employees were
permitted to take part in South Africa’s favorite
fundraising project for the National Council
for People with Physical Disabilities in South
Africa(NCPPDSA) known as Casual day. The
idea was conceived in Norway in 1984 with
the purpose of assisting physically impaired
organizations with the exclusion of people with
blindness by then. The concept was only
introduced in South Africain 1995.The project
is coordinated by Transformation Branch under
the leadership of the Acting Senior Manager
for Specia programmes Mr.K hathu Sadiki. On
this day people contribute towards the project
by buying promotional material in the form of
stickers and printed shirts from participating
welfare organizations. The theme for this year
casual day was “Weake Up”. The sticker reads
“Rise and shine, you can dress as you may,
Just remember its casual day”. The target for
2008 Casua day was R15 million as compared
R13, 4 Million raised in 2007.

“Disability does not mean inability”, said
Khathu in his speech towards highlighting the

purpose of the gathering. He gave a brief
background of casua day and the purpose of
taking part in the activity as the department.
He gave a comment that special program
organized the occasion for disabled people to
be visible and supported. He was thankful for
the participation of the officials for honoring
the casual day by buying stickers and colorful
shirts, which he said is an indication of caring
for disabled people with disabilities.

The guest speaker, activist and disability
coordinator from Capricorn District
Municipality Baldwin Rakganya, who was the
only first blind person in his village to go to
tertiary emphasized compliance by the
departments by having user-friendly and
accessible buildings for the disabled and not
to confine more disabled people into
institutions.

As he responded to questions and
comments Baldwin emphasized the point that
disabled people don't want to be shamed, they
need proper equipments, they need skill to
generate money and they don’'t need
handouts.” It is better to teach us how to catch
afish for long term sustainability rather than
giving usafish”, said Baldwin.
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The basic hints for interaction with disabled people

DEAFENED / HARD OF HEARING

Wave or touch the person’s shoulder to draw
the person’s attention

Keep sentences short and use proper sentence
construction.

Rephrase, rather than repeat phrases that the
person does not understand.

Speak clearly so that the person can see and
read your lips.

Use a normal tone of voice when having a
conversation with a person experiencing hearing
loss, unless otherwise indicated by the person.

Do not smoke, chew gum or |et your hair cover
your face whilst in conversation with a person
experiencing hearing loss.

Do not shout at them.se facial expressionsto
correspond with the topic and mood of discussion.

Keep eye contact and talk to the person rather
than the interpreter

Be patient when either you or the person
experiencing hearing loss have difficulty
understanding or transferring a message.

Do not change the subject or change your
language in mid-sentence.

Use basic signs to transfer your message

Indicate unforeseen happenings, e.g. sudden
loud music or dogs fighting.

If you are standing with your back to a light
source, such as awindow, the glare may obscure
your face and make it difficult for the person

experiencing hearing loss to speech read.

PERSON WITH A PHYSICAL
DISABILITY

Do not lean on, or touch a person’swheelchair
- itis part of their personal space.

Always speak to the person with the disability
and not to the person accompanying them.

When talking to a wheelchair user, sit on a
chair in order to sit at their eye level.

If you have to stand, stay at a distance so that
the person does not strain his/her neck.

Never ask a wheelchair user to hold items,
e.g. coats.

Do not put your drink, for instance, on the
desktop attached to someone’s wheelchair.

Do not push a person’s wheelchair without
their permission

Be prepared to offer assistance to personswith
limited hand, wrist or arm function.

People using canes or crutches need their arms
to balance themselves, so never grab the person.

Place items within a wheelchair users reach.

Pulling out or pushing in achair may present
aproblem.

Always ask before offering help.

Put out mats on dlippery floors for +-* persons
using canes or crutches, although people using
wheelchairs prefer floors without mats.
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BLIND & PARTIALLY SIGHTED
PEOPLE

Address ablind person directly and not through
athird person.

Allow ablind / partialy sighted person to take
your arm (at the elbow).

Thiswill enable you to guide them rather than
propel them.

Do not be afraid to use the word ‘see’ in
phrases like ‘see you later’.

Blind people talk to each other in the same
way.

When greeting a blind person, wait for him /
her to extend his/ her hand before shaking it.

Say something like ‘take my hand’.

This will prevent uncertainty and
embarrassment for both parties.

When speaking to a blind person, always
identify who you are.

Always say goodbye when leaving aroom so
that the blind / partially sighted person is not left
speaking to no one.

Do not leave ablind / partially sighted person
in a strange environment without orientating him
/ her to it.

Do not distract or interact in any way with a
blind person’s guide dog.

Do not grab the end of a blind persons cane
in trying to guide him / her.




ﬂﬂl‘l Limpopo awards young Farmer

The 29th of
August 2008
witnessed
the awarding
of Toyotaand Agri-Limpopo Young Farmer
of the Year (Jong Boer van die Jaar
Toekening) winner. The fifth awards
sponsored by Toyotatook place at Bolivia
L odge in Polokwane. The competition is
aimed at identify young dynamic farmers,
who are producing for national and export
markets. The President of the Agric-
Limpopo, Dr Theo de Jager who was the
program Director warmly welcomed the
MEC of Agriculture Mme Dikeledi Magazi
and other guests from different Agricultural
sectors.

The winner Francios Vorster (32) isa
B Agric graduate in Irrigation and got an
opportunity to go to Israel to acquire
experience in Bananas and Avocados
farming. He walked away with R5000.00,
whilst Brand Nel (27) who studied at the
University of Stellenbosch until hisfather
got ill in 2001 and he had to take over the
farm, farms with Grapes received R3000.00
as runner-up prize.

By Zwutwaho Maphiri

and Fulufhelo Ramuhal

Vorster who will represent Limpopo
Province in the national Toyota SA and Agri
SA competition said, “This is an excellent
opportunity to submit ourselves as young

(Front middle) MEC Dikeledi Magadz flanked by winner

Francois Vorster (front left) and first runner-up Brandt Nel
(front right) with sponsors and organisers (back row)

farmers. The young farmers show trust in
Agriculturein South Africaand | am going to

make sure there is enough food in our land. |
thank Toyota and Agric Limpopo for this
competition”.

MEC Magadzi congratulated the
participantsand said
the future of
Agriculture looks
bright for all
farmers in South
Africa both
commercial and
emerging and
working together
we should be able
to respond to the
United Nations
Millennium
Development goal
of eradicating
extreme Poverty
and hunger by
2015. “We can
collectively say
today is better than
yesterday and
tomorrow will be better than today” she
concluded.

Makhuduthamaga Grain Farmer’s day

The ULIMA
By Nape Masemola> campaign whichis
aimed at

encouraging

communities and farmers to go back to farming
became aredlity when the department of Agriculture
in Makhuduthamaga Municipality hosted a Grain
Farmer’s day recently. Outlining the purpose of the
day, the Senior Manager Makhuduthamaga Me
Ephania K ekanatold the gathered farmers that the
season hasfinaly come for Farmersto take dl their
Implements and head back to their fields and start
tilling the lands. Me K ekana pleaded with Farmers
to farm even if it's for producing food for own
consumption. She went further to highlight that the
ever rising food prices should serve asamotivation,
since the majority of our people have skills and
resources to produce food but they are still starving.
To fight back the high food prices al of us should
go back to what our grand-parents used to do which
isfarming, concluded Me Kekana.

The theme of the day was “balemi boelang
Masemong”, and the Acting General Manager
Western Cluster Mr Jethro outlined the theme to
the farmers. In his speech Mr Nowatha explained
in detail that the theme is aimed at encouraging
peopleto go back to their fields and start producing
because the time for talking,planning and theorizing
isover, what isleft isto work. The only place where
people will find food is a the farms. Mr Nowatha

encouraged Farmers to unite, as this will enable
them to compete and produce commercialy. He
went on to say that the loss of interest in farming
cannot be understood since there are various
Government initiatives that support small and
emerging Farmers unlike previously where
opportunities were for a selected few.

The purpose of day and the explanation of the
theme were followed by various presenters who
shared their wealth of knowledge with the farmers.
First to start planting the seed was Mr KP Mol atlhegi
from Tompi Seleka Training College who spoke of
the need to strengthen organi zations before going
back to farming.” Organizations were formed and
will continuously be formed but unlessthey sustain
themselves, there won't be progresses. Relying on
Government assistance all the time, demonstrates
alack of visionin leadership that we elect asfarmers.
Mr Molatlhlegi emphasized that the involvement
of young peoplein agricultureisan inevitable redity.

Me RG Molaba outlined MERECAS whichiis
agovernment initiative aimed at assisting struggling
farmers with to purchase tractors and implements.
Me Molaba outlined the processes and qualification
criteria and stressed the fact that the government
can only assist farmersif they contribute fifty (50)
percent of the amount they need. Also on hand to
deliver a presentation was Mr Masenya Masenya
from Progress Milling who presented on Access to
Markets. Mr Masenya explained how they have to
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buy Maize from other Provinces whereas the Area
of Makhuduthamagaiswell known maize production
area. He aso highlighted that unless Farmers go
back to Farming, the problems that are facing the
World today won't go away since most of them are
attributed to poverty and hunger. Last but not least
was Mr MZ Mamabolo who spoke on Soil and
Water conservation.

‘Farming in the past was not only used for food
but was also as part of our rich cultural heritage”,
these were the words of the Mayor of
Makhuduthamaga Municipality Cllr Queen
Mokhabela when delivering the key note address.
She outlined that the soaring food prices are aclear
demonstration of a Society that haslost its heritage
and that since this month is also Heritage Month;
it is relevant that the people of Makhuduthamaga
go back to Farming since farming has been part of
our Heritage for years. She stressed that people
cannot fully celebrate the Heritage Month until they
have reclaimed their fields and gone back to farming.
The Mayor also quoted the recent World Bank
statistics that indicates that the poverty linein Africa
has increased from R3,50 to R6,50 which means
that families that lives by less than R6,50 are
classified as living under the poverty line. She
concluded the speech by quoting a Sepedi proverb
which says. "Mokwa Tshego o tsogelaMashemong”.
The day ended with a demonstration of tractors by
led by Mr M Kekana from Forton Tractors.




