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MEG MAGADZI UNVEILS 2008/09
DEPARTMENTAL PIIII]IIIIIES

Limpopo Department of Agriculture
MEC Mme Dikeledi Magadzi indicated
during her budget speech recently that
the chalenges of investment in the second
economy require a holistic approach to
ensure that the transformation agendais
fully implemented. “ Agriculture remains
a business that should be accorded the
respect and attention it deserves that will
ensure that our communities can
participate and derive economic benefits
that avail themselves” MEC Magadzi
said.

MEC Magadzi reported to Members
of Parliament that the Departmental
budget performance for 2007/2008 was
better than 2006/2007 which was
90,40%. For 2007/2008, the Department
spent 91,40%. Thisis 1.4% more than
the 2006/2007 budget.

“For the 2008/2009 financial year,
the Department provided R5.8m for
bursaries in agricultural related courses
for 119 students. We also placed thirty
six (36) students in experiential training
since January 2008,”said Magadzi.

“Our delivery tactic of focusing on

mun|C|pal|t|es b |
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improve and
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who are now the

spending core
areas of the
Department’s
budget with all

projects
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each Local
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capacity to plan

and respond to
the farmers
needs taking
into account the principles of Batho Pele,”

she announced.

On Agronomy Research &
Development I nnovation, the Department
has embarked and achieved strides on a
number of projects that includes; dry

as follows:

The Departmental budget for the 2008/09
Is R1, 042,252,000 and will be allocated

mmm | Administration

mmm ), Sustainable Resource Management
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R223,436 million
R126,746 million
R594,774 million
R17,593 million
R30,394 million
R13,353 million
R35,956 million

HOD for Agriculture Mr.Bigman Maloa with MEC for Agriculture Mme
Dikeledi Magadz during the Budget Speech at Lebowakgomo

beans community based seed production
(ZM421& zZM 521), guar beans,
indigenous Knowledge Systems,
Livestock and sunflower only. About R5
million is budgeted for the 2008/2009
financial year.

On household food production
program, 1 800 households received
production input packs that varies from
family to family at cost of R5m targeting
the three categories of production packs,
namely egg production layer chickens,
vegetable packs with water storage drum
and dairy heifers. The projects will
receive R6.5 million for this financial
year.

According to MEC Magadzi, the
Comprehensive Agricultural Support
Programme (CASP) will continue to
complement the much needed support
for the farmers. Compared to the previous
year, CASP support has increased by
R16 Million for the 2008/2009 to the
tune of R78 Million.



Farmers Training at Tompi Seleka

The attendees of the five days sorghum workshop showing-off their certificates.

A week long training course on Sorghum
production was held at Tompi Selekarecently.
The workshop was attended by farmers from
around the Sekhukhune Didtrict. Thistraining
was aimed at enhancing the skills of the
emerging farmers within the District.

Seven Modules that were covered during
the training include: Climate and Soil,

Sorghum Morphology, Planting Nutrient
Requirements’, Planting of Sorghum, Weeds
and Weed control, Sorghum Pest and diseases,
and Bookkeeping and Recordkeeping.

Specialists in sorghum were present to
impart their knowledge with farmers. Amongst
them were:

. Mr. Arthur Clayton (from Grain

LRGN

South Africa) who emphasized that “farmers
need to be aware of  the climate and soil
sampling as well as weed and pest control
for sorghum production.”

. Mr. Gerhard de Villiers (Regional
Business Manager from Novon WTP) gave
a presentation on the type of pests that may
hinder the smooth growth progress of
Sorghum.

. Mr. James Atton (from PANNAR)
presented on Seeds and planting of Sorghum.

e Thelast presentation wasthat of Mr.
Chris Moela (from Sasol Nitro) who spoke
on various types of Nutrients for sorghum
production.

The training was concluded with the
awarding of certificates of attendance to all
farmers who attended the training.

The event was a co-coordinated initiative
by Limpopo Department of Agriculture in
conjunction with Grain South Africa, Pannar,
Novon WTP, and Sasol Nitro.

“We are grateful for the government
initiative to empower us with technical and
business skills which will prepare us for the
commercia world,” said one of the workshop
attendees.

EXHIBITION DAY AT TSHIOMBO  “sssimse;

Farmers at Tshiombo
village recently held
an Exhibition Day to

showcase their
produce.

The day was
graced by the

presence of the
Johannesburg Fresh
Produce Market
representatives
(JFPM), Agricultural
Research Council
(ARC), and the local
traditional leaders.
This day was
organized by farmers
with the help of local
extension officers to showcase the
variety of sweet potatotoes produced
in the District. Farmers came from
Mangodi, Tshidzini, Rammbuda
irrigation scheme and Tshiombo

Local farmers exhibiting Sweet Potato at Tshiombo

villages.

The sweet potato project started
in 2007 with the support from the
ARC. ARC wanted to test suitability
of the different varieties and
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preference in terms
of market.

Three farmers
were identified for
trials in 2007 and
ARC provided them
with virus free sweet
potato seedlings. In
2008, seed
multiplication
increased the number
of farmers to twenty-
one. One hundred
and twenty farmers
from Tshiombo and
Rammbudairrigation
schemes are now
participating in
producing sweet potato. People who
attended the Exhibition confirmed
that thiswas an excellent opportunity
for farmers to sell their products to
local and external markets.




Mr. MSJ Nowatha (Acting General Manager: Western Cluster,
LDA), Mr. J Hiemstra (Managing Director of the Floppy
Sprinkler Irrigation) sealing the signing of the handing over.

The atmosphere was filled with joy as crowds
from near and far came to witness the handing
over of the Tswelopele irrigation Scheme from
the Floppy Sprinkler Irrigation Company to the
Limpopo Department of Agriculture (LDA). The
Floppy Irrigation Scheme is the outcome of the
RESIS (revitalization of smallholder irrigation
scheme) which is meant to help the farmers with

Agriculture Wallops Education

Limpopo Department of Agriculture Soccer
Team at Giyani, Mopani District, gave its
Education counterpart a 4—2 hiding on
Wednesday, 14 May 2008 at Risinga High
School sports ground. The game started at a
fast pace and the teams never gave each
other abreathing space. Freddy Ngomani
sent arocket-like shot which beat M opani
Digtrict’s Department of Education Soccer
Team’s goalkeeper John Mabasa hardly
a minute after the game had started.

The early goal sparked fire as
Agriculture pushed for increasing the lead
whilst Education wanted to equalise. In
the 10th minute, Edward Kgopa took on
Agriculture’s defenders and sent adummy
to Agriculture’s goalkeeper and leveled
the score. Education’s celebration was
short-lived since Freddy Ngomani
cancelled the equaliser to put his site on the
lead again.

Ten minutes before the break, Johannes
“Wire” Shikwambana caused havoc in the
middle of the park and left Education’s
midfielders sprawled on the ground before
laying a neat pass to Bingo Novela who

the water saving technique.

The spectacular event was held at
the premises of Tswelopele Irrigation
Scheme, in Prakteseer. Practiseer is a
small villagein the Tubatse Municipality
of the Western Cluster,Sekhukhune
District. Most attendees were fascinated
by the milestone achievement and the
history of this irrigation scheme.

Some of the people who attended
the event are: Mr. KA Tshikolomo
(Senior Manager: Crop Production,
LDA), Mr. MSJ Nowatha (Acting
General Manager: Western Cluster,
LDA), Mr. J Hiemstra (Managing
Director of the Floppy Sprinkler Irrigation), Kgos
R Sekhukhune (Chief of the Praktiseer
Community), LDA officials from various
municipalities within the district and Head Office,
and members of the different irrigation scheme
within the Sekhukhune District.

Speaking on behalf of General Manager KCM
Mannya, Mr. Tshikolomo said: “We believe that

unleashed a powerful shot which could have
beaten any goal-minder in the world to give
Agriculture atwo goal lead.

In the second half, Education players played
asif they were possessed. They dribbled, made

a string of passes which Premier Soccer
League’s Sundowns would have admired and
mesmerised Agriculture. Unfortunately, they
couldn’t break Agriculture’swall marshaled by
James “Jomo” Mashimbyi. 30 minutes later,
Edward Kgopa completed his brace and reduced
the deficit to 3-2.
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this scheme will be sustained for a long time
because of its history. The LDA appreciates the
notable role which was played by Floppy Sprinkler
[rrigation in making this project a success. Today
does not mark the end of the relationship between
the government and the Tswelopele Irrigation
Scheme. The LDA will continue to give support
to seeto it that the seed which is presently in the
soil continue to grow until it is yielded.”

He urged members of the scheme to utilize
the skills and knowledge which was imparted on
them for the success of their scheme. The event
was sealed with the signing of the exchange
contract.

“We are indebted to witness this handing
over. It shows that our hard work will definitely
pay . The difficulties we went through taught us
that perseverance isapositive, active characteristic.
The greatest failureisin giving up and no longer
trying. We have learned that we must never give
up, regardless of frustrations, disappointments, or
discouragements,” said a representative of the
Tswelopele Irrigation Scheme.
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At some stage, Education had an upper hand
and its players camped on Agriculture’s cetre-
half. In the 75thth minute, James Chauke was
denied agoal. Whilst promising that Education
would either win or at least settle for a draw,

the on-form Freddy completed his hatrick
by putting alast nail to Education’s coffin.
“Wire” indicated after the game that
he was proud of the fighting spirit histeam
which enables them to win games has.
“WEe ve agreat soccer team. Look, we only
lost one game, which was against
Nkhensani Hospital. We are in position 2

on our league log,” he boasted.
disappointed counterpart from Education,
John Mabasa said, “It was a tough derby,
Agriculture and us arerivals. Agriculture
will bein for it next time they face us.”
These teams compete in the league
comprising of Agriculture, Economic
Development and Tourism, Water Affairs and
Forestry, Education, Emergency Medical
Services (EMS), Education, Health, Nkhensani
Hospita, Public Works and South African Police
Services (M.W. Makhubela Police Station).
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