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Leading guests to one of the food mountains is Minister Lulu Xingwana (left
front row) before addressing the audience at the national World Food Day)

The annual national World Food Day for
this year was celebrated in the Eastern Cape
Province at |dutywa stadium on 16 October.
The 2008 commemoration was hosted under
theme ‘World food security and the
challenges of climatic change and bio-
energy.’

Main speakers were Ms Rosebud
Kurwijilawho spoke on behalf of the United
Nations Food and Agricultural
Organisation’s (FAO) Director General, Dr
Jacques Diouf, and the Minister of
Agriculture, Ms Lulu Xingwana. Their
speeches centered on the right of everyone
to access to food, the influence of climatic
change on food production and the global
rising food prices.

Minister Xingwanaindicated that South
Africa’'s Government guaranteed every
citizen the right to have access to sufficient
food and water and that it must take
measures within its available resources to
achieve realisation of this right according
to the country’s constitution. “Furthermore,
the constitution mandates government
departments to develop appropriate

legislation and
programmes to
achievetheright
to adequate and
nutritiousfood,”
she said.
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purchasing power aswell as providing direct
assistance to the vulnerable poor through
social safety nets, as the main role of
government in this regard. Minister
Xingwanasingled out floods, droughtsveld
fires, cold spells, water and temperature
changes as challenges standing on the way
of ensuring sustainable human development
and poverty alleviation.

She pointed out that the climate change
also threatened fisheries as an important
source of income and nutrition for some
poor communities. She mentioned that crop
losses as aresult of pests and diseases are
worsened by the changing climate, thus
threatening food security and rural
livelihoods. The minister said South Africa
was committed to reduce the carbon
emissions resulting from fossil fuels which
impact on the climate change.

Sheindicated that South Africahas plans
to replace road transport fuels with bio-fuels
by 4.5% by 2013. However, she indicated
that while the use of bio-fuels will be
encouraged, care will be taken to ensure it
is not done at the expense of food security
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poor. Minister

Xingwana encouraged municipalities and
farmersto work together with her department
in ensuring increased food production.

She went further to encourage
households to establish food gardens. “ One
household- one food garden, One food
garden, one household!” she said whilst the
crowds joined in her founded motto befitting
food security campaign.

Ms Kurwijila said changes in
temperature and frequent weather patterns
would result in agricultural production
shortfalls with negative impacts on access
to food. According to her, climate change
would increase migration towards richer
countries. In the light of this, she suggested,
the analysis of food security needed to be
placed in a new context.

She added that the number of hungry
people hasincreased by “ another 75 million”
in the last three years. She attributed this
to the high food and energy prices. “This
crisis is due to decreasing investments in
agriculture in the poorest countries during
thelast 30 years,” she said. She highlighted
that a decline in public development aid
combined with a reduction of financing in
agriculture contributed to the problem. “We
need to reverse this trend to come back to
the previouslevel of investment,” suggested
Ms Kurwijila

To add cherry on top, Mr Lot Mlati from
FAO, gave ‘Food Security Recognition
Awards’ to individuals and groups in
acknowledgement of their contribution to
food security. Winners received R10 000.00
and R3000.00, whereas runners-up in both
the Group and Individual Categories
respectively. Mr Mlati indicated that such
recognition would be awarded annually at
the World Food Day in the host province.

More pictures on page 3



GAPRIGORN TAKES SERVIGES TO PEOPLE DURING BATHO PELE

Executive Mayor of Capricorn District
Municipality Cllr Motalane Monakedi officially
opened the Batho Pele Week at the Ben Serake
Sport ground in Kwarung, Ga-Malebogo on
Monday. The Batho Pele week build-up activities
saw the bringing together of all
government departments and
parastatals, closer the people in
order for the communities to
access the services rendered.
Members of the community got
the opportunity to apply for
identity documents, socia grants,
enquire about RDP house,
electricity and other government
programmes and also received the
platform to express their
displeasures towards various
departments.

Monakedi said that during the
imbizo week, the public would be
able to interact with officials from various
government departments. “ Thisis an opportunity
for you to tell them your concerns and
appreciations where you see improvements’ he
said. Monakedi further emphasized that decent
public servicesisno longer a privilege but rather
the rightful expectations of al citizens, especialy

The department of agriculture, as usual, was
also part of the Batho Pele week proceedings.
Officials from the Capricorn district spent the
whole week in Kwarung rendering services to
the public. The event saw a large number of

Showing direction: CDM Executive Mayor Motalane Monakedi
flanked by Mr. Paul Molaudz (Transformation Services, Capricorn)
and Kgoshi Malebogo

people congregating into the departments neatly
packed stallsin search of information and advice.
In the department of Agriculture stall, services
rendered within the department were elucidated
to the public. During his visit to the stall, the
executive mayor was very impressed by the
services that the department was rendering. The
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on-site officials to go to the surrounding schools
and talk to the learners about the bursaries. The
department of agriculture officials as patrons of
service delivery liaised with other departments
and organised a school visit. Malebogo high
school which is situated in the mountainous area
of Kwarung was visited and various departments
made presentations on bursaries.

Asthe government has a mandate of taking
services to the people, especialy in rura areas,
the Batho Pele week could not have come at the
right time as more members of the community
flocked different government stalls to get the
services. The build-up activities stimulates
government’s mandate to enhance the quality
and simpler accessibility of basic services. Batho
Pele principles requires public servants to
regularly consult with the public in matters of
governance, set service standards, increase
accessibility of government servicesto the public,
ensure higher levels of courtesy, provide
information, openness and transparency in
administration of government programmes,
redress and possible value for money. The main
event will be held on Saturday, 25th October
2008 in Mookgopong.
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the previously disadvantaged. executive mayor said that because agriculture
Launch of greening of Vhembe
Project

On the 16 October 2008, people gathered at Tshisaulu village to celebrate
an important day in history of the communities in the Vhembe district
municipality in the same spirit of fighting the bilateral relationship between
poverty and unemployment. Mr. Moeketsi Khoali who spoke on behalf of
the CEO of SANBI as part of the stakeholder that funds the projects said:”
the greening of Vhembe is our first greening project in the beautiful and
verdant province of Limpopo, and represents the extension of the greening
of the nation footprint all the way to the northern reaches of our country”.

Moeketsi further said, thisis a program that form part of South African
Government’s Expanded Public works Programme, which seeks to draw
significant numbers of unemployed South African citizensinto productive
sector of the economy by becoming involved in greening of the Nation
projects, individuals develop useful skills which enable them to compete
inthe job or to create their own businesses.

The crowd got excited when The minister of Public works Mr. Geoff
Doidge went to the Podium to deliver his speech, he said the greening of
Vhembe was funded by dept. of Public works, coordinated by the
Independent Development Trust (IDT) and the South African National
Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and the Department of Agriculture hasthe
mandate to ensure that implementation takes place on the ground.

The minister continued to say that the greening project will provide
each of the ten schools 30 fruit trees, 30 indigenous trees, 600 metres
square vegetable garden and 150 metres square vegetable garden. The
objective of this project isto support the greening of the nation, eradication
of malnutrition in the area through enhancing of the school nutrition
program, encouraging environmental and resource conservation and
awareness within the schools.

This greening project of Vhembe is in partnership with Thulamela
Loca Municipality food for waste programme and a so on the other hand
their main objectives are related. Thulamela Food for Waste programme
islooking at employing local peoplein the collection of wastein order to
clean up the environment and enhance the livelihood of the community
and to create the needed jobsin the area.

In his closing remarks the Minister mentioned that the municipality
should ensure that the projects isin compliance with the requirements of
EPWP and deliberately intends that all waste collections be undertaken
labour intensively thereby maximising creation of jobs.
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By BUSi Shibambo . P utting people first in
service delivery”

In the Vhembe district “Batho Pele Day” was celebrated at Ha-
Khakhu village on the 20th October 2008. The guest speaker of
the day was the Mayor of Vhembe District Falaza Philemon
Mdaka. Mdaka said that we are gathered here to accomplish our
vision that must inform our understanding of Batho-Pele campaign.
He said the campaign is about putting people first at the centre of
public services and this means literally that the needs of our people
must take priority over and above any other consideration.

“Government employees should not think that it isa privilege
for them to work for government and should therefore show
commitment and render good services to the people. If they can't
they should leave the job and start their own business,” said
Mdaka. Thisyear’'s batho Pele islaunched during transport Indaba
which makes it more important as batho Pele acts as a cornerstone
in bringing people together as a United Nation.

People from the surrounding village of Ha-Khakhu came in
numbers to witness and to get better understanding of what Batho
Pele is and what does it do? “Batho Pele is about signing a new
social contract with people, a contract that is pledging for our
desire to bring government closer to the people. Moreover itisa
mechanism which allows citizens to hold public servants
accountable for the level of service delivery”, added Mdaka.

Mdakaalso told the masses that they as government employees
will furthermore make individual and team performance count
when it matters by leadership and example. That was the pledge
by the executive mayor and al departmental sectors. He concluded
by saying that all community members must feel free this week
to visit Ha-Khakhu sport ground and receive the normal service
that they normally receive when visiting officesin Thohoyandou
and other places. And this means that by so doing they are standing
by the statement of Batho Pele.




GROP PRODUGTION HOSTS SORGHUM SEED PRODUGTION GOURSE

zgmwtvh The Limpopo
y Makgato Mathipa > pepartment of
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represented by Crop Production Sub-
branch and Research Services hosted the
“Sorghum Seed Production” course on
the 8th and 9th of October 2008. The
course was held in collaboration with the
Agricultural
Research
Council-Grain
Crops Institute
(ARC-GCI) and
South African
Seed Organisation
(SANSOR) at St.
Marco Hall. The
course instructors
were Dr. Nemera
Shargie and Mr.
Eddie Goldschagg
representing the
former and latter
institutes,
respectively. It
was attended by
Crop Production technical staff from all
the five Districts. The course served as a
refresher, particularly in assisting the
project team during the implementation
scheduled to commence this forthcoming
planting season around Nov / Dec. 2008.
The main aim of the project is to
establish a sustainable sorghum seed
supply system by involving and
devel oping the capacity of the sorghum
seed producing communities. It was also
meant to improve the availability of high

quality seed of sorghum varieties at
affordable prices. Almost 90% of
smallholder farmers rely on the informal
farmer-to-farmer and farm saved seeds.
It isalow-cost, high-risk source of seeds,
but usually, each farmer plants his own
landrace, which has been selected over
centuries. Therefore yields from those

A group of Crop Production technical staff members who attended the “ Sorghum Seed Production”
course held at . Marco Hall. On thefar left and right are course instructors Dr. Nemera Shargie (ARC-
GCl) and Mr. Eddie Goldschagg (SANSOR) hosted by Manager: Grain Crops (3rd from lft).

landraces are deficient in supplying
adequatefood. Though thereisavailability
of commercial hybrids in the market,
smallholder farmers find the seed price to
be prohibitive in their economic situation.
The holistic outcome of the project will
be to solve the issues of inadequate food
supply, promote income generation,
employment growth and marketing and
enhance export.

Modus operandi (The way of

operating) will be in the following way.

. M akhuduthamaga municipality is
already identified as the target area.

. Indentifying and sl ecting the seed
producers among the small-holder famers
will take place at the very same
municipality.

e The ARC-GCI will supply the
basic seed.
Thorough training
of thetechnical staff
and farmerswill run
parallel with the
project.

. A total
of 14 officials have
been identified to be
trained as
“Sorghum Seed
Inspectors” by
SANSOR.

. Tompi
Seleka is already
registered with DoA
asthe sorghum seed
processing unit.

Technology transfer is part of the
projects’ activities, whilst sustainable
community sorghum seed production is
good for improving local livelihoods.
Officials from the Department of
Agriculture and of the ARC-GCI will
guide the farmers and members of the
Seed Grower Associations on all aspects
of sorghum seed production. Farmers will
take ownership of this project.

World Food Day in East London Eastern Gape
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