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3. A Zimbabwean  group showing off their cultural dance.
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Come September 24, South Africa
becomes colorful with the traditional attire
that its citizens wear in celebration of
their culture and heritage. This was
evident at the some supermarkets in
Musina that were open on heritage day
were employees were dressed in bright

African traditional clothes. This
symbolizes that people are taking pride

in their culture and tradition.
As a Department we also took part in

the Provincial Heritage day celebration
at Musina’s Lesley Manyathela Stadium
in Vhembe District. The event attracted
officials from various Government
Departments, private sector, traditional

l e a d e r s  a n d
members of the
p u b l i c  f r o m
throughout  the
P rov ince .  The
p r e s e n c e  o f
traditional leaders
w a s  a l s o  n o t
surprising because
heritage forms part
and  pa rce l  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l
l e a d e r s h i p .  I n
attendance were
P r e m i e r  S e l l o
Moloto, Vhembe
District Mayor Cllr
Falaza  Mdaka,
Cuban Ambassador
Enrique Orta, Hosi
Nxumalo, Khosi
Mphephu, Kgoši
Kekana,  Kgoši
Malebogo, Kgoši
Mokopane  and
Kgoši Sekhukhune.

The occasion
was marked by
traditional dances;
there were about 20
local groups that
availed themselves
for performance
and  two  f rom
Zimbabwe.  As
always in Musina
was very hot but the
heat did not deter

the groups from performing at their best.
When he took to the podium, Cuban

Ambassador
Enrique Orta
said that on
this heritage
day, people should embrace the spirit of
Ubuntu. He expressed former Cuban
President Fidel Castro’s gratitude to the
people of South Africa for the Ubuntu
award bestowed on him recently. He
further urged the people of Limpopo to
guard and protect their heritage.

Speaking on behalf of Traditional
Leaders Kgosi Makgeru said that children
need to be raised in a conducive
environment that will expose them to
their culture.

 The keynote address by the Premier
focused on the Heritage month’s theme
which is “Celebrate our dance, celebrate
our heritage.” He said that when Africans
are happy they dance as a sign to show
their happiness. The Premier called on
the people of Musina to continue to
embrace the spirit of Ubuntu especially
to fellow African brothers and Sister found
in the area. He also used the opportunity
to pay tribute to the former President
Thabo Mbeki for the good work he had
done in ruling the country during his
tenure. He also thanked him for the role
he played in bringing to the table the
political parties of Zimbabwe and the
ultimate signing of an agreement which
paved a way for a Government of National
 Unity.

After the formal programme the
celebrations went on when local artists
entertained the crowds amongst them
local reggae star Colbert Mukwevho.

Before the celebrations started, the
Musina Municipality unveiled the plaques
in honour of warrior kings at the
Municipality offices. The honoured
Queen and Kings are Khosi Makhado,
Hosi Ngungunyani, Kgoši Mokopane,
Kgoši Malebogo, Rain Queen Modjaji,
Kgoši Sekhukhune and Kgoši Makgoba.

By Zwi Maphiri
and

Busie Shibambo

The plaques in honour of Kings and Queens of Limpopo

Groups of dancers entertaining the audience and celebrating their culture

See more pictures on page 2 and 3
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Thousands
of people from
t h e  g r e a t e r

Sekhukhune District converged at Tšate
Ntswaneng in the greater Tubatse Municipality
to celebrate their heritage as well as remember
and honour a warrior and founding father
of the Pedi nation, Kgoshikgolo
Sekhukhune 1. Addressing the the
Crowd, the Acting Paramount Chief of
the Bapedi kgoshi KK Sekhukhune spoke
of his great grand father  as a warrior
who fought against Colonialism and
forced removals of the Bapedi people
from their  land by the unjust system of
apartheid. Kgoshi Sekhukhune outlined
in his speech that the celebration would
be meaningless if the values and the
principles that led his great grandfather
to gallantly fight the system and never
loose are compromised. The Legend that
he was Kgoshikgolo Sekhukhune 1
fought to protect the wealth of the great
land that Sekhukhune is. He is fondly
described as someone who was firmly grounded
because of his respect of the African Value
systems, Culture, Norms and Principles.It was
going to be unjust for the event to begin without
an early morning ritual of thanking the
Ancestors, said The king when closing and

encouraging young people not to neglect their
culture and view it as irrelevant.

‘South Africans cannot in a true sense
Celebrate Heritage without going back to
Fields’ these were the words of the Greater
Sekhukhune District Mayor Cllr ND Masemola

when delivering the key note address and
launching the back to the fields campaign
during the celebration.  ‘To alleviate poverty
that is busy ravaging the masses of our people
in greater Sekhukhune we must use all our
effort and direct it to farming’. Mayor

Masemola said that one of the things that the
great warrior and son of the soil Kgoshikgolo
Sekhukhune 1 fought for was the land. Because
this true African knew that there is wealth in
the land and as a result his people will never
experience poverty if they owned their land.

He went further to encourage young
people to go back to school and equip
themselves knowledge which they
will plough back to the community
and be selfless leaders in the mould
of the great King Sekhukhune was.

 The Mayor concluded by
appealing  to Mine  owners to also
share  the Wealth they are busy
accumulating with the rest of people
of Sekhukhune and not only put sign
boards saying this projected or this
building was sponsored by so and
so. “Real development will only be
when the majority of our people are
no longer living in poverty” he said.
The mayor also warned of the
increasing spread of HIV/AIDS

among the youth of the District and appealed
to the youth to be responsible especially when
engaging in sex. The day‘s event were
concluded with a music festival provided led
by the legendary Hugh Masekela and Cultural
Spears from Botswana.

By: Nape Masemola

Heritage day celebrations at Musina

Kgoshi Kgoloko, Legendary Musician Hugh Masekela and the Mayor
of Greater Sekhukhune District Cllr ND Masemola posing for cameras
at the Tšate heritage festival
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