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The minister of Agriculture Honorable Lulama
Xingwana signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the Vice Minister
of Agriculture of the Peoples Republic of
China Honorable Fan Xiaojian on the occasion
of ministerial visit to the republic of China
in December 2006.

Part of the agreement signed was to set
up an aquaculture capacity building
programme to benefit South African
Departmental officials, scientist and farmers.
The implementation of the MOU became a
reality when on the Monday the 23rd June
2008 Limpopo Department of Agriculture
(LDA) welcomed two aquaculture experts
from China, Professor Dong Zaijie and Wang
Jianxin from the Freshwater Fisheries
Research Center. The experts will be hosted
by the Department of Agriculture until the
10th August 2008. During their stay in the
Province they will conduct research and advise
LDA on the genetic improvement of the native

fish strain such as Tilapia at the Turfloop Fish
Breeding Station.

They will also visit fish farmers in the
Province, potential sites for fish farming such
as irrigation schemes and the two Agricultural
farmers Training Center (Tompi Seleka and
Madzivhandila) to advice on  fish production

aspects such as feeding, harvesting, processing
and marketing.

The exchange visit will benefit fish
farmers in the Province and improve the value
chain of fish production.

For more information please contact Mr.
Jacky Phosa (015) 294 3294

By Willy Ramuhala and Jack Phosa

From left: Mr Wang Jianxin, Mr Bigman Maloa (LDA HOD) and Prof. Dong Zaijie

AMBASSADOR SHOPE ON A FOOD PARK MISSION IN LIMPOPO
South Africa’s Ambassador to Italy, Mr Lenin
Shope was recently in Limpopo on a trade
mission. The Ambassador’s visit came after a
successful   Limpopo’s trade and investment
mission to Italy led by Premier Sello Moloto in
May this year.

Addressing the media during his visit to the
Province, Ambassador Shope indicated that his
visit was geared towards finding ways in which
local farmers could be uplifted and learn from
their Italian counterparts.

Limpopo Province’s Premier Sello Moloto
highlighted that Limpopo farmers had the
capability of entering the global markets. “Our
farmers have the potential to produce for the
country and the whole world.” the Premier said.

During an interaction with Government

officials in which Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations,
United Nations’ International Fund for
Agriculture Development participated, the MEC
for Agriculture, Mme Dikeledi Magadzi indicated
that based on the seriousness which both the
Limpopo leadership and Ambassador Shope have
shown turning the dreams of a food park into a
reality she was optimistic that the trade mission
would bear fruits.

 “We were in Italy [just yesterday] but before
we could even unpack our bags, Ambassador
Shope is already here in the Province. He wants
us to work to collectively improve the lives of
our people through agriculture” MEC Magadzi
said.

 The Head Of Department, Mr Bigman

M a l o a
stated that
the Fresh
Produce Market and the Food Park establishment
which were the centre stage of the trade mission
was crucial for the beneficiation of agricultural
produce and improving participation of the black
farming communities.

As part of the visit, Ambassador Shope and
his entourage including representatives from
FAO Dr Susan Minae, Mr Lot Mlati and United
Nations’ International Fund for Agriculture
Development Dr Louise McDonald visited small-
holder farmers and cooperatives in and around
the Tzaneen Municipality as well as the place
earmarked for the Fresh Produce Market and the
Food Park in Polokwane.

By Samson Mabunda
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T h i r t e e n
years after
the release

of the white paper on agriculture and
almost seven years after the sectoral plan
has been put in place,  role players and
stakeholders will again  come together to
craft a future  direction for South African
Agriculture to be called   vision 2025
agricultural strategy

Dimension Development Network
Consulting (DDN) has been appointed by
the National Department of Agriculture
to facilitate Agricultural summits in all
the nine provinces with the aim of

reviewing the white paper on agriculture
and its relevance to the strategic plan of
the agricul tural  sector  and the
implementation of the land and Agrarian
Framework.

The Agric summits will bring together
all the stakeholders in the agricultural
sector, including other sectors in support
of agriculture to address challenges facing
agriculture today and to come up with
sustainable long term solutions strategies.

The summits will also through a multi-
stakeholder participative process, highlight
the challenges facing the agricultural sector
today and come up with creative and

practical solutions to address food
insecurity and poverty in the country.

The Limpopo Provincial Agric Summit
is scheduled to be held on Tuesday the
8th of July 2008 at Bolivia lodge.
Organized agriculture, Input suppliers,
Agro Processors, Exporters, Universities,
Government Departments, Development
Finance Institutions, Non Governmental
Organizations, Youth Forum and Women’s
Forum are expected to be part of the 500
delegate at Provincial Agri Summit.

The Provincial Agri Summits will
culminate in a National Agri Summit
which will be held later July.

Agri Summit to review the country’s Agriculture Strategy
By Mosima Mokoka

L i m p o p o
Department
o f

Agriculture’s Finance Manager, Mr. Vusi
Ndlozi told farmers during the Information
Day held at Giyani in Mopani District that
Limpopo Department of Agriculture (LDA)
will pay half the cost price of the
tractors when farmers purchase
tractors. “LDA saw the need to
assist crop farmers in the purchase
of mechanization like tractors,
trailers, booms-prays and ploughs.
When the farmer buys these, the
Department will pay 50% of the
cost price,” Mr.Ndlozi said.

Ndlozi told about 100 farmers
tha t  LDA has  es tab l i shed
Mechanisation Revolving Credit
Access Scheme (MERICAS)
through which farmers are entitled
to 50% subsidy from LDA in the
purchase of tractors, planters,
rippers, mould-board and disc
ploughs.

The subsidy is a grant ranging from
R1000- 00 to the maximum of R200 000-
00. It was indicated that LDA worked in
partnership with ABSA Bank. Farmers were
told that they were not expected to return
the grant to Government as it was a subsidy.
However, if in their purchase farmers take
a loan from ABSA they will only be
expected repay the loan and not the grant.
It was further mentioned that if farmers
had half the money of the cost price in cash

to pay for the mechanisation, they would
not pay back a single cent back to anybody.

The grant, it was mentioned, is targeting
the previously disadvantaged farmers.
Mention was made that if there were
business people in the surrounding areas
who assisted farmers to till their lands, they

were also welcome to make use of the
scheme so that they should continue
assisting farmers.

The sales consultant from Land Bank,
Ms Ruth Salani made a presentation on
Micro Agricultural Finance Institutions of
South Africa (MAFISA). She highlighted
that MAFISA is a government supported
intervention scheme which serves as a
market catalyst playing a providing and
facilitative role within the micro-agricultural
finance system. Ms Salani stated that

farmers could access credit from MAFISA
for production inputs such as purchase of
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides
and ploughing. Farmers could make use of
this scheme for the purchase of irrigation
equipment like pipes and drips, pumping
machines, fencing material, poultry housing,

cattle as well as drilling boreholes.
Farmers were also told that they

were legible for asking loans for
the wages of their workers. At the
same event, the Manager attached
to  L impopo  Agr ibus iness
Development Agency within LDA,
Mr Masaka Mabilo informed
farmers that the agency provided
farmers with training in various
skills including using tractors if a
request was made.

G i y a n i  A g r i c u l t u r a l
Municipality Manager, Ms Jane
Mudau,  indicated that  the
Information Day was arranged in
order to let the “farmers know

about the programmes available in the
Department”. There were mechanization
exhibitions at which Landini; Foton and
Tafe tractors were exhibited.

In attendance were farmers from various
municipalities in Mopani District, NAFU’s
Mopani Chairperson ,Mr. Matsikinyani
Malatjie, Limpopo Tomato Growers
Association’s Mopani Deputy Chairperson
,Mr.  Pe ter  Mathye ,  as  wel l  as
representatives from tractor companies;
Foton, Tafe and Landini.

By Samson Mabunda
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It was a
sad and joyous
day on the 26th

of June 2008 at the Department of Agriculture
(LDA) Head office when colleagues from the
Communication and Liaison services sub branch
had to say their goodbyes and good wishes to their
own doctor Dr. Ntavhanyeni Sammy Phaswana.
Doc as he is affectionally known amongst his
colleagues is leaving after 14 months with the
Department as a Deputy Manager: Communication
and Liaison services in charge of Publications,
radio, and Thusong Services Centres.

As from the 1stJuly 2008 Dr. Phaswana will
be with joining the Limpopo Department of
Education as Circuit Manager (Chief Education
Specialist) for Soutpansberg North circuit in
Vhembe District. He will be in charge of the
biggest circuit geographically in the Province,
covering all the schools in and around Musina,
Ha-Mudimeli, and Musekwa to Khomele,
Makushu, Smokey, Mamvuka and Matsa area, all
the 14 farm schools around Waterpoort area and
schools around Venentia mine. He will be
supervising more than 50 schools, 19 curriculum
advisors and circuit office support staff.

During the farewell ceremony the Acting
Senior Manager for Communication and Liaison
Services Mr Thembi Makhuvele wished Doc all
the luck in his new post. He said it is a big loss to
the Department and the Sub branch let go of
someone of Doc’s caliber, character and experience.
All of us who were present at the farewell had the
opportunity to wish him good luck.

Mr. Zwi Maphiri the Graphic Designer
summed up everybody’s sentiments when he
said “Doc was like a father to me. He was there
for me, psychologically and financially. Who will
buy me lunch? He is a very generous man, I learnt
a lot from him, I will miss him and he will always
have a special place in my heart.’’

In his speech Dr Phaswana thanked all his
colleagues both at head office and at District offices
for the good working relations they had together.
He further said all  the phone calls he had to make
each Friday morning to ask , where are the stories
for the E-newsletter, where are the pictures and
who are those in the pictures? was all done in the
spirit of service delivery and not to harass
colleagues.

The Department of Education will be his ninth
employment station. Asked why he stayed for
short periods of time at various workstations
including LDA he said “It is always good to do
something challenging with passion. Job hopping
can be fun.’’Dr. Phaswana started working at the

tender age of 17
y e a r s  a s  a n
unqualified teacher
at Frank Ravele
Secondary School
from 1985 to 1986,
from there he went
to teach at three
different secondary
schools.He then
p r o c e e d e d  t o
Modjadji College of
E d u c a t i o n  a n d
Makhado College of
E d u c a t i o n
respectively as a
lecturer .In 2002 to
2007 he was appointed as School Manager for
Manyii Primary School.

When asked what motivated him to study? he
said “poverty , with education you can change
that very fast. My mother Vho-Thinawanga Sarah

Rambanduli (Phaswana) was my pillar of strength.”
On his future studies he said” One must study for
life. That way you do not become redundant. Last
year I was doing Greek 1 with Unisa. This year
(2008) I am doing my second Masters in Practical
Theology at the University of Pretoria. I am also
doing my Marriage Officer Certificate with Unisa.”

Doc will not only be missed by the Sub branch
but by all whom he interacted with in the
department and beyond We can all remain in touch

with Doc by tuning into Phalaphala FM every
second Sunday of the month   from 19h05 to 20h00
to listen to his inter faith programme.

Doc’s philosophy in life is “Try to do
everything on time. Do not tell lies. Work hard

but smart .If at all possible avoid debts. Enjoy
your life. Always keep a good relationship with
your God whoever He/She is.”

His parting salutations are:
Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! (God is Great!

God is Great!)
Wa la haula walakuwata ilabillah!(There is

no way to go. There is no power except Allah
s.w.t).

GOING,GOING,GONE

By Sophy Maponya

Dr N Phaswana busy at work

Dr N Phaswana (third from left) with Communication and Liaison Sub-Branch officials


