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Meropa Casino in Polokwane - Limpopo
Department of Agriculture recognized
female farmers for making great strides
in the male dominated sector of farming.

This year marks the 9th year of the
competition. Women participated in
various categories of the competition such
as Top Producer Household Market, Top
Producer National Market, Top producer
informal Markets and Top Producer export
market.

Among other leading names that
attended was the First lady Me Ramokone
Moloto who on previous occasions
displayed undying commitment in
supporting women development initiatives
in various communities, especially the
under privileged.

Representing the previous winners on
the day was Me Makgoro Mannya the

2007 National Female Farmer of the year
overall winner, who said against all odds
that they face as farmers, giving up is far
from their thoughts. “Even if fuel prices

are rising, inputs and mechanization prices
double we will stand firm and be unshaken
by such circumstances. Come heavy storm
or rain, you must go and farm”, she
encouraged farmers. Me Mannya cautioned
farmers not to farm by telephone but apply
hands-on approach that will eventually
yield results in their farming practices.

MEC Mme Dikeledi Magadzi revealed
to the hundreds of attendees that over the
past nine years the department has
produced giants in the farming industry
through this competition, women who are
not afraid to handle knife from the sharp
end.  “This competition has lived up to its
objective to empower women who were

involved in
agriculture. It
has  moved
beyond the initial stages of fighting hunger

and poverty to celebrate
the achievements of
women who are feeding
the nation and also at the
same time building the
agricultural economy”, she
said.

Mme Magadzi gave a
congratulatory message by
inspiring participants not
to rest on their laurels but
begin to have back yard
gardens to help fighting
poverty. Me Magadzi
handed over tractor keys
in what has been seen as
a gesture of living up to
the departmental promises
to the previous overall
winner, Me Makgoro
Mannya.

The ceremony reached
its peak when Ms Monica
Ledwaba’s name was
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  t o p
producer for national
markets and also selected

as the overall winner. She walked away
with R50 000, a tractor donated by TAFE
Tractors in Polokwane and the MEC
pledged financial support to the farmer.

Each of the winners in other categories
also received R50 000. The Top Producer
for household went to Ms Ledwaba from
Waterberg district .  Ms Margaret
Selamulela from Vhembe won top
producer informal markets while Ms
Margaret Ntimane from Mopani scooped
the Top export markets award. The
provincial female farmer of the year awards
was a build up event for the ceremony that
took place this week at Grand West Casino
in Cape Town.

By Respect Chabangu

From left, Tanya Dimitrova from TAFE (A company that donated the Tractor to the winner), Monica Ledwaba (Overall
Winner) and Me Dikeledi Magadzi (Limpopo MEC for Agriculture) on the Tractor that was won by Ledwaba.
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T h e
Department of
A g r i c u l t u r e
S e k h u k h u n e

District Communication Officer Ms Motumiseng
Tabane has left the department after having served it
with distinction and pride from 2006. Known to most
as Tumi, she will be remembered for putting
Sekhukhune on the Map through her well written
articles and the manner in which she would organize
and co-ordinate district event. One of the pre-requisites
of being an excellent Communication Officer is to
Multitask, and being able to keep a clear head even
when pressure is mounting to the highest peak. Tumi
is one of those people who possessed that rare quality.
Having been afforded an opportunity to work with
her for a period that I had, I would definitely say she
is indeed a great person to work with, a great teacher,
and a great Asset to have in a team. A perfectionist
she is, a hard worker and a good mentor, Tumi will
always encourage one to go beyond and strive for
more.

Her colleagues saw it fit and necessary to organize
a mini-lunch during her last day as Communication
Officer Sekhukhune in the district, not only to say
goodbye but to also wish her all the best in her new
endeavors and to say that all her efforts during her
tenure here were appreciated. Mrs R.G Molaba who
is the Manager Value Chain in the district spoke on
behalf of colleagues by firstly acknowledging how

sad everyone was with the decision that Tumi took to
relocate while there was still a lot she could offer to
the department and to the district in particular. She
also added that Tumi was a member of team
Sekhukhune and when a team loses one of its key
players it is always painful and it destabilize the team’s
rhythm she then went on to say that the department
and the district will miss her and wished her well in
the new post that she will be
taking at Gauteng Province

In her goodbye speech
Ms Tabane thanked everyone
for the support she was given
from her first day  in the
District. She went on to say
that it was a great experience
to work for the department
and that she learned a lot
during her time here and also
Agriculture and this Province
will always have a special
place in her heart. She went
further to thank the people of
S e k h u k h u n e  f o r  t h e
welcoming warmth she
received when she started
working here. Her appeal was
that communication lines
should not stop since she is
no longer working here and

that there are various methods we could keep it flowing.
The Employees presented Ms Tabane with a

present they had bought for her which was a fruit
bowl. To those who came in to contact with Tumi, the
day was not only to say goodbye to just someone but
to a friend, colleague, and someone who was like a
daughter to them.

Good luck Chief

  By Nape Masemola

The 26th of August,
four days before the
end of the month’s
long celebration of

the women month, female farmer finalists from the
nine Provinces gathered at the GrandWest Casino in
Cape Town to compete during the 09th anniversary
of the National Female Farmer of the Year Competition.
The Female Farmer awards were initiated by the
national department in 1999 with the objective of
empowering women in agriculture by recognizing
their contribution and increasing their visibility. It is
also an instrument, through which the contribution of
hard working women in the fight against poverty,
hunger and joblessness can be recognized. This year’s
Theme was “Business unusual, all hands on deck to
speed up change”. This project is an annual event and
receives private partnership support through
sponsorships like the long standing private partner and
the loyal and unwavering sponsors TOTAL SA.

 “Our women are faced by the challenge of fighting
hunger and poverty, now also exacerbated by global
high food prices, however these women who have
brought us together never said die, they never said it
is impossible and they never threw in the towel in
despair. Instead they soldiered on”,said the Minister
of Agriculture and Land Affairs Honourable Lulama
Xingwana. The Minister further said that the awards
are not about dishing out money; neither are they about
winners or losers, but about acknowledgement of the
role played by women in improving food security, job
creation and ultimately making a meaningful
contribution to our Country’s Gross Domestic Product
and therefore, the economy in its entirety. According
to the Minister, the greatest asset that these women

possess  is  their
absolute belief in
themselves and their
unflinching desire to
succeed; to them
obstacles are not
d e t e r r e n t s ,  b u t
challenges. “They
know that every
p r o b l e m  h a s  a
solution, and failure is
never an option for
them,” Said the
Minister. Women are
like an army who took
his troops to enemy
territory, they went on
to defeat the enemy
poverty, joblessness
and despondency.

The Minister also
used the opportunity
to launch the Letsema campaign which will start in
September 2008 the campaign will transform and turn
the dead assets such as fallow lands around and make
them work for the people and ultimately be used to
combat hunger and poverty, ensure food security and
stimulate growth of the rural economies. “Letsema
will support the “War on Poverty Campaign”, with
Letsema we are reviving the spirit of Ubuntu and
Vuk’uzenzele,” Said the Minister. The campaign will
focus on increasing food production, particularly
livestock improvement and agro processing.
“Asibuyeleni Emasimini/ Lehumo le tšwa Tšhemong”,
said the Minister.

The trophy for the Export market category, which
was sponsored by prominent Limpopo Female Farmer
and a previous winner of the competition in 2000 Ms
Cecilia Mamabolo was awarded by Our MEC Mme
Dikeledi Magadzi to Ms Elize Beukes from the
Northern Cape. The trophy for Informal Markets
category was sponsored by our 2007 Provincial and
National overall winner Ms Makgoro Mannya and
was awarded to Ms Tlamelo Mfaladi from North West
Province.

The winner in the household category is Ms
Lindeni Mbatha from Kwazulu Natal Province, the
overall winner and winner in the National category is

Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs Lulama Xingwana delivering a speech
during the event

Colleagues at sekhukhune district office bidding tumi tabane holding
bowl at the district office

By Mosima Mokoka
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Friday, 29 August
marks the end of
the women’s month

celebrations and all related activities. As a
department, we pride ourselves about the role
that women farmers have demonstrated
through the annual Female Farmer of the Year
Awards competition. We saw in our previous
newsletter that these awards were held in all
the districts before the provincial event.

 All of us as a collective need to do our
part in encouraging those that are not yet
aware of getting into the ‘game’ of food
production. All of us should ensure that the
food security programme is sustained. We
must bear in mind  that the whole of Limpopo
is looking at us as a department and farmers
for food production - no farmer, no food.

Sadly, as we were celebrating the important
role that women play in our lives, the Cape

Town SAPS Annual Report for 2007/08 still
showed cases of serious and violent crimes.
These crimes include amongst others; rape
and attempted rape cases. This is a violation
of women’s dignity. A report indicating that
there are children in detention at various
centers in the country poses a serious challenge
to us all. Children as future leaders are
supposed to be at school and not in prison.

If this trend continues, it will impact
negatively on the country’s economic growth,
social transformation as well as the global
competitiveness. Whereas these challenges
are not necessarily left to women only,
confidence is placed in women to rescue the
situation taking into consideration the role
women always play(ed) in difficult times.

In our country, it was women who
protested against the carrying of “pass books”
in 1956. When the disarmament programme

was slow in Liberia, Women in Peacebuilding
Network (WIPNET) traveled to meet fighters
and convinced them to lay down arms. As a
result, Ellen Johnson Selief was sworn as first
woman President in Africa. Liberia today has
women leading Ministries of Gender and
Development, Youth and Sports, Finance,
Commerce and Justice.

Male colleagues are urged to continue
showering all the women with good treatment
as if everyday is ‘Women’s Day’. Female
colleagues pursue their goals and enjoy success
by staying on course despite interference or
any potential barrier that could throw them
off course.

Provincial Female Farmer of the Year
Awards winners who went on to represent
Limpopo Province at National level in Cape
Town on the 26 August 2008 makes us proud.

 Amakhosikazi – ma ka bongwe!

The Department
of Agriculture
S e k h u k h u n e

District hosted its female farmer of the year award
ceremony at the Dr CN Phatudi FET College in
the Greater Tubatse Local Municipality. About
three hundred people from all walks of life came
to platinum district to bear witnesses to the best
of female farmer in the Royal Districts.

Proceedings started with Mrs Mothoa
outlining the background and purpose of the of
these awards by eloquently putting it to the
audience that the concept of female farmer began
in the year 1999 by the then Minister of
Agriculture the Honoaurable Thoko Didiza with
the aims of firstly encouraging the promoting the
role that women have been playing in the
agricultural sector as well as promoting them to
ensure that they gain access to the Market and
compete with well established farmers. She went
further to outline the challenges this emerging
farmers are facing in terms of gaining access and
competing on equal footing with established
Farmers, she attributed this to the lack of financial
resources and technical support. Mrs Mothoa
appealed to business and other organizations to
fund these Farmers because Farming is the source
of life

Sekhukhune farmers should walk with pride
as they stand shoulder and above with other
district, these were the words of Mrs S Kgwedi
from Mopani district who was remarking on the
judging process. She highlighted that most of the
project in Sekhukhune meet the required standard

a n d  t h e r e  i s  a n
improvement  f rom
previous years. Mrs S
Kgwedi also told the
audience about the
factors that they look at
when judging such as
financial management,
quality of the products,
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d
commitment to natural
resources, leadership
s k i l l s  a n d  s o c i a l
responsibility

Female Farmer being
also about inspiring other women, the time for
motivational talk arrived when representative
from Rekgonne Project which is the previous
winners. From humble beginnings with 0.5
hectares to a contract with NTK. Success is a
journey not a destination and aspiring farmers
should work hard and not give up on their dreams
since farming is the source of life and without it
there could not be life. Also present to motivate
farmers was Liward Secretary Mrs Lesufi who
told attendants about Experiences she had in her
recent trip to Ghana where she was visiting
Women lead poverty alleviation projects. She
told the audience how women in Ghana start
farming with their children as a way of creating
Family legacy and encourages young people to
take farming seriously.

When all speeches were over and done with,
it was time for celebration when the acting Mayor

of Greater Sekhukhune District Councilor
Sekhukhune accompanied by the Mayor of
Greater Tubatse Councilor Mammekwa and the
Caretaker Manager of Sekhukhune Mr Mashiane
as well as senior Manager Makhuduthamaga
Municipality Mrs Kekana ascended the stage to
announce and award the deserving winners of
the Competition. The National Category Award
went to Lizzette Coetzee for her Lusern Project
with Tsate vegetable project taking home the
Informal category while Kodumela Layers
scooped the Household category.

The acting Mayor congratulated winners and
encouraged them to work even harder and
represent the district well during the Provincial
Awards. He went further to assure them that there
will engage with the Department on how they
can assist these emerging female farmers and
how they can sponsor the event in the future.

Programme Director Mrs PHOLOANE, Acting Mayor of GREATER
Sekhukhune Cllr Sekhukhune with one of the winners and Cllr Mammekwa
with Caretaker Manager Mr Mashiane.

By Nape Masemola

By Khathu Sadiki
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