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Girls outside Temo Towers entrance after a long session of presentations from various Sub-Br anches

Yesterday the Department
participated in the “Take a girl child
to work day”. The occasion took place
at the Head Office in Polokwane. The
Sub-Branch Transformation Services
hosted 35 girls from three different
schools in the Province. The schools
are Bokamoso Secondary from
Polokwane Municipdity, Helen Franz
from BlouBerg Municipality and
Mopani Secondary from Musina
Municipality.

The aim of the day which is

sponsored by Cell C isto give girls
real life experience of the work
situation. The event co-ordinator Mr
Khathu Sediki said that thisisa private
public partnership with Cell C; which
means that Cell C is ploughing back
to the community. He went on to say
with the right determination the girls
can make it like our own Makgoro
Mannya the 2007 Female Farmer of
the Year and Bheka Ntsanwisi who
received the Order of the Boabab early
this year for her community

development work.

The acting Head of Department
and General Manager of Cooperate
Services Mr Willie Moeng welcomed
the girls and spoke about the important
role that women have always played
in our communities. He also urged the
girlsto work hard at school, complete
grade 12 and go to tertiary in
preparation for the world of work.

Presentations from Veterinary
Services, Agribusiness and
Agricultural Engineering further
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Deparmental employees with the tachers during the session

exposed the girls to different
career opportunities in the
Department and the Agricultural

Sector. The three presentations
made them aware of the serious
shortage of priorities skills in
the Department as well as the
availability of different career
opportunities. Transformation
services made a presentation on

HIV/AIDSand VCT. It was said
that high school children,
particularly girls are more
vulnerable to the scourge of the
pandemic. HRD topped up the
presentations by presenting
bursary opportunities offered by
the Department

The girls were also taken
through mock graduation

ceremony which was presided
over Professor Edward
Nesamvuni and Dr. Konanani
Liphadzi. That on its own was
an inspiration enough.

The Girls received
certificates of participation
from Cell C signed by the
Honorable MEC for
Agriculture Me Dikeledi
Magadzi.

They were impressed by the
hospitality of the Department
and had this to say: “we had
no idea what this building had
in store for us, we can’'t wait
to come back next year, we
want to stay and take up our
jobs now, we now have ideas
what Agricultureisall about”.

Mr Sadiki said that
Transformation Services was
grateful for the full support

they received from all Branches
involved in the program. “Our
wish isthat throughout the year,
Branches and Sub-Brancheswiill
find reason to support and
encourage the Girl child to be
seriously involved in the male
dominated Agriculture field”
said Mr Sadiki at the end of the
session.

bandle light, world no tobaceo D3y & excellence awards at Marble Hall

MEC Dikeledi Magadz (in red) holding a candle which symbolizes

remembrance for those succumbed to the disease and hope for those

who are infected to live positively.
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The Department of Agriculture commemorated the 25th
Anniversary of the candle light memorial at the Marble
Hall Municipality on the 22nd of May 2008. This year’'s
theme was STOP HIV and AIDS. Never giveup. Theaim
of the event was to remember those that succumbed to
HIV and AIDS. Smokers were advised to quit smoking.
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Employees who went an extra mile over and above their
normal duty were awarded certificates and trophiesin the
Departmental Quarterly awards.




Limpopo Food Security Summit a Success

In a quest to address the escalating food
prices and respond to challenges of house
hold food security, the Limpopo Provincia
Government hosted a food security
summit in Polokwane on Tuesday, 20
May 2008. Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs), Government
employees including
officials working directly
with the communities on
socio-economic
development issues and
representatives from
municipalities shared ideas
on how best the vulnerable
poor could be helped.

Addressing the summit,
the MEC for Agriculture,

Mme Dikeledi Magadzi
acknowledged that theANC
Government has made

substantial progress in

transforming the country to

benefit the mgority of “our

people’. However, shesaid,

“As a country we are still

grappling with challenges of
unemployment, poverty and hunger. The
poor are the most vulnerable victims of
thisinequality.”

In response to these challenges, “The
Pol okwane ANC conference called upon
usto “build a stronger state capacity and
devote greater resources to challenges of
rural development, land reform and
agrarian change, and in particular to help

those working the land with implements,
seeds and tractors, and in so doing support
household food security "MEC Magadzi
said.

The Limpopo Premier Mr Sello
Moloto who was the main speaker
indicated that the [rural] communities

should be encouraged to till the land. The
premier was of the opinion that if
communities grew food crops in their
lands, they would be food secured. “We
are not doing ourselves a favour if we
don't till the lands and buy everything,”
advised the premier.

The Summit resolved to:

-Embark on social mobilization for
promotion of self reliance involving the

By Samson Mabunda

and
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people themselves
-Revivethe Provincid Integrated Food
Security Nutrition Task Team which will
be led by the Departments of
Agriculture and Health and
Social Development
-That the Department of
Agriculture promotes the
concept of backyard gardens
particularly for food insecure
households and reduce
dependence on buying of
vegetables
-The promotion of
sustainable methods of
production when producing
food
-Promote the production
and consumption of
indigenous foods
Realizing the importance
of household food Security,
the Mayor of Musina Municipality, Clir
Caroline Mahasela handed over
agricultural equipments worth R280
000.00 to 12 schoolsin the Municipality.
The equipment included drips, seeds and
fertilizers. A move welcomed by al. The
donation was made possible by, Save the
Children UK a Non Governmental
Organization with interests in household
food security especially for children.

FARMERS DAY AT NWANEDI

Musinafarmersin the Nwanedi valley just like
other black emerging farmers are faced with
challenges of accessto production inputs; capital
and markets. Lack of information is cited as
one of the causes of inaccessibility of
production inputs; capital and markets. In an
effort to address this lack of information the
Department of Agriculturein collaboration with
Spoedwel Agricultural Cooperative aproduction
inputs supplier staged an Information Day
recently where input suppliers, financial
institutions and seed companies provided
farmers with information about services and
products that they offer to farmers.

Speaking during the farmer’s day the Deputy

Manager agribusiness Mr Mbovane Simqolele
said “the Department doesn’t have all solutions
for farmers problems and was collaborating
with agribusiness partners, financial ingtitutions
and input suppliers in the private sector to
address the challenges faced by farmers’

The farmer’s day was supported by the
following agribusiness partners ABSA, FNB,
Land Bank, SPOEDWEL, M-pak, APOL,
Mayford and SPOEDWEL Agric Corp
Spoedwel, who provided the latest information
on the products and servicesthey offer farmers.
The input suppliers provided new information
on the types of fertilizers and chemicals that
farmers can use. Mayford presented new
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varieties of tomatoes.

ABSA and First National Bank presented
on ways of accessing funds for agricultural
purpose starting from over-drafts, production
loans and funds for infrastructural
developments. They also explained to the
farmers what type of account should be used
for business.

The Land Bank's main focus was on
MAFISA. Farmers were concerned that the
maximum limit without collateral wastoo little.

The farmer’s day was well received by the
farmers who expressed their gratitude to the
Department and requested that it should become
an annual event.




