
11 - 17 April 2008

Published by: Sub-Branch Communication and Liaison Services

By Zwiitwaho Maphiri

Wednesday 09 April was the birtday of our MEC
Me Dikeledi Magadzi. We have captured some of
the moments of the events that took place since
the beginning of the year.

Re rata go tsea sebaka se go lakaletsa Mma rena
MEC mahlatse le mahlogonolo ge a gola.O gole
o gole Mme!

Geseen is u onder die vroue! Voorspoed met die
nuwe uitdagings!

Vhafaramikovhe vhothe vha muhasho wa Vhulimi
vha tamela Vho MEC duvha lavhudi la mabebo!

Hi navelela Muchaviseki MEC,  manana Magadzi,
siku lerinene ra ku velekiwa ku vona.
Khanimambo!

We want to take this opportunity to wish our Hon.
MEC everything of the best during the next 12
months. Happy Birthday Me!

Afrikaans

Sepedi

Xitsonga

English

This is the message in Limpopo’s
most widely spoken languages



On Thursday, 10 April 2008, the MEC for
Agriculture, Mme Dikeledi Magadzi visited
Lephalale Municipality in Waterberg District at
Ga- Shongoane 3 Sports Ground, as part the
Government’s Imbizo focus week programme.
The Imbizo served as a direct interaction between
Government Leaders and ordinary citizens
including farmers. Ordinary citizens raised issues
with Government, and in turn; the Government’s
Programme of Action was communicated to the
public.

The issues ranged from Agriculture, roads,
education, housing, health and social welfare to
leadership dynamics and communication between
leaders and the communities. The youth wanted
to know about bursaries and skills development
whereby young graduates are given exposure to
the real practical work experience. Some public
members asked for government interventions in
evictions taking place in some areas within that
Municipality, while others alleged that there were
shortages of medicines in the local clinics.

In response, the MEC indicated that the
community should consider government property
as its own. She said the community should make
use of anticorruption-fraud toll-free numbers to
report misuse of government property. MEC
Magadzi said it is alleged that there are some
people who are selling medicines they acquired
from public health institutions. She advised that
the public must help government uproot such
unwarranted incidences.

Regarding evictions, she said that the matter
would be looked into, but advised the public that
“in as much as individuals have the rights as
provided in the Constitution, they should not
infringe on the rights of others”. Concerning
consultations with the leadership, particularly the
communities and their councillors, she said, in
principle, ward councillors were supposed to meet
with their communities at least once a month.

However, she indicated that the communities
were equally to blame as when meetings are called
for their participation, they do not attend. She
made a reference to IDP meetings. The MEC
advised the communities to partake in meetings

including those
t h a t  a r e
summoned by
t r a d i t i o n a l
leaders. She said
t r a d i t i o n a l
leaders must be
respected.

Agricultural
issues centered
o n  g r a z i n g
c a m p s ,
acquisition of
qualitative bulls
to improve their
h e r d s ,
identification
m a r k s

(branding) of their livestock and purchase of farms.
The MEC stated that it was convenient for her
Department to assist farmers if they were
organised.  She
indicated that if
f a r m e r s  h a d
o r g a n i s e d
themselves into
cooperatives or had
demarcated grazing
camps, Government
would be in a
position to ensure
they got requested
assistance, e.g. loan
of quality bulls and
purchase of farms.
She said it would
not be feasible for
Government to loan
bulls to farmers
when there were no
demarcated grazing
camps as  they
would be roaming
a b o u t  w i t h o u t
control.

A s  r e g a r d s
branding of cattle,
she said plans were
underway to have a
road show in which
l ivestock care ,
branding of cattle
a n d  p u n i t i v e
measures for those
leaving the livestock
cause havoc on the
public roads.  She
and her colleague,
MEC For Roads
and Transport, Mr.
Justice Pitso will
conduct this road
show jointly, she
indicated.

and her colleague, the Waterberg District Executive
Mayor, Councillor Pinky Kekana, advised learners
to apply for bursaries and admissions on time.
They said some learners waited until they got
results before they could apply, whereas others
only apply for bursaries after they were admitted
at Universities and other institutions of higher
learning. “In my Department, we need students
who will study hydrology and veterinary
medicine,” the MEC indicated. Mme Magadzi
concluded by saying that those who wanted to
engage her Department further were welcome,
and she would ensure she give reports to her
colleagues; MEC’s of various Departments.

She said an Imbizo is not a talk-show as raised
public concerns are reported to both the provincial
and national leadership including the President.

Departments of Labour and Home Affairs and
South African Social Security Agency (SASSA)
rendered services to the public.
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Mr. Mugidimo Netswera started working at the Department of
Agriculture as an extension officer at Khakhuli in 1965. Colleagues
and farmers who worked closely with him gathered at Thulamela
hall to bid farewell to him. He worked at many stations before been
transferred to Thulamela where he retired.

In his keynote- address Mr. Alfred Malepfane said: “When young
people came and become managers, you were not selfish. You willingly
passed your knowledge unto them. I believe that most of the employees
here have learned a lot from Mr. Netswera.  We will continue to do
the good work that you have taught us to do. The Department was
lucky to have you as an official for the past 42 years.  If I were to
imitate someone in the world I would not look far, I will definitely
imitate you.”

Malepfane encouraged other officials to copy from Mr. Netswera.
He even gave an example that when he joined the Department there
was a slogan that was used to motivate employees “nine spikes of a
wheel” (working as a team). He further said that it is about time that
we put agriculture on the map.  We need to produce farmers who will
produce good quality food for our nation.

When Mr.Netswera responded he said that everything everyone
which was said today was a confirmation of who he is. “I can’t say
much, however, I would like to express my happiness and appreciation
to all my colleagues, managers and farmers. It has been a long journey,
yet beautiful, wonderful and exciting.”

The challenges that one went through were for a good course.  I
really made a mark in other people lives. I managed all these because
I loved to be an extension officer.  Mr. Netswera concluded by
thanking his long-time sweetheart. He did it!  Well-done son of the
soil!

By: Busisiwe Shibambu

Netswera did it!

By Samson Mabunda

Standing From from right, Rabolokole Eunice (The Shongoane speech disabled
youth), Executive Mayor Pinky Kekana sharing views at the Imbizo whilst MEC
Magadzi notes her issues. Other VIP’s are looking on.
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By: Tumi Tabane

eople from all the walks of
Fetakgomo Municipality in the
Sekhukhune District came in

numbers to witness the success of Ikageng
Vegetable Project. This was during the
Information Day which was held at
Strydskraal. Ikageng Vegetable Project is
the second project in Limpopo after
Letlapapula to use the theoretical aspects
of organic farming in practical application.

“We were about 18 members when we
started this project. But because some
people lost interest we were left with 13
active members.  Some of us did not focus
on the dark clouds, but   on the silver
lightning and the rainbow after the storm,”
indicated Ms Nkotsana Morwaswi, who is
one of the members of the Ikageng
Vegetable Project.

The group started by planting maize
(ZM 521), and later switched on to planting
dry beans on a 10ha.  “Because of the
motivation we received from our mentors
and extension officers we decided to
allocate 5ha to planting organic food. We
received training from Tompi Seleka
College of Excellence”Miss Morwaswi
said.

“Organic Farming is a form of
agriculture which excludes the use of
synthetic  and , , livestock feed additives,
and . As far as possible, organic farmers
rely on , , , ,  and mechanical  to maintain
soil productivity . The good thing about
organic farming is that it produces quality
food,” highlighted Mr. Peter Komane,
NECOFA (Network for Eco-Farming in
Africa) Coordinator, who was making
presentation about the concept of organic
farming.

Organic farming is often contrasted with
conventional or mainstream farming. Unlike
the famous inorganic food which most
farms use, organic farming does not use
chemical fertilizers. Organic crops contain
more secondary metabolites than
conventionally-grown plants.  Secondary
metabolites are substances that form part
of plants' immune systems, and which also
help to fight cancer in human beings.
Organic fields have more nutrients in the
soil.  Organic crops have measurably higher
levels of vitamins.  The important
requirements for organic farming is the
need for food safety, the need for pack

houses which the Ikageng Project
is determined to finalize in 2008.

“You made history in the
village of Ga-Masha by inviting
villagers and farmers to share your
wisdom with them. This will
encourage other members of the
community to go the same route
as you. Ikageng female farmers
have liberated themselves from
poverty. They have defeated the
spirit of unemployment and created
jobs for themselves. What is more
remarkable is that they have
decided to use our ancient
knowledge and method of farming.
Organic farming will promote
healthy production and healthy
living in our community. We are
grateful for all your efforts.  Keep
the courage, and always remember
that success is a journey not a
destination,” said Kgoshi Masha.

Other presentations which were
made included Ms Judi th
Morwaswi who presented about
marketing of agricultural farming
products, and APOL SHARES
which was presented by Mr.
Makola.

“I am grateful for having
attended this eye-opening event.
I have learned more important
things about organic farming,
marketing and APOL SHARES,”
said one of the attendees with zeal.

P

“This is service delivery at its best colixs, keep up the
good work. People need to be updated and not told
things that have happened 10 years ago. Hat off.”
Tshikosi Joe

“This is very good and informative, keep it up. PMDS
instead of PDMS.” Ramoshaba Anne

“I read the comments from the readers section but I
find it very bias because it does not say anything about
people who are not happy about the paper. I do read
your paper every time but your paper always addresses
positive achievement and do not focus on weak points
and hence that biasness. For example there are many
problems in the Department that affects other
employees and these are not addressed in your paper.”
Ramuada Romeo

Dear reader
Thank you for writing. Your inputs are important. We
are however not aware of people who are not happy
about our E-Newsletter and why they are not happy.
It is imperative that you should not generalize. Let us
hear it. For example, we are not aware of the “many
problems in the Department affecting employees”.
What we know is that in line with Batho Pele Principles
and the Labour Laws employees in different sub-
branches know when and where to submit their
grievances. Our Newsletter is not replacing that channel
of communication. This is a Departmental Newsletter
with its aims and objectives and should be understood
as such.
Editor

Comments from our readers

Miss Nkotsana Morwaswi talking to the community.
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By: Jaco Slabbert

The average monthly price for yellow and white maize  rose by 5.9%
(R1,920.00) and 2.17% (R1,873.05) on the month, a figure higher than
the corresponding month last year. If maize prices increase surge, and
with maize-based feed being the common feed lots, farmers will be
compelled to escalate prices. Prices are anticipated to be under pressure
due to changing weather conditions/patterns this season. Wheat price
continues to escalate and it is now settling at an average price of
R4,071.63/t, 8.42% increase.

Beef Contract prices are steadily higher due to high maize price,
especially yellow maize that is used for animal feed. Beef prices
are expected to strengthen as a results of feed costs. The Prices
leapt to 3.36% for the week ending 28 March 2008, whilst Class
C and Weaner calf declined by 0.11% and 0.44% respectively. The
Price for Class C remained stationary for two consecutive months,
however, due to high feed costs, prices are expected to be stronger
in the coming weeks.

Class C remain stationery for two consecutive months, albeit a slight
increase of 0.87% for a week ending 28 March 2008. Feader lamb
(Live) declined by 3.45% whilst Class A managed a 1% increase though
remaining stationary at that point

Tomato prices declined by 22.82% (R2,822.64/t) on the week ending
28 March 2008, a figure lower than the corresponding week last year
and this is due to low demand. Onions inched ahead as results of
higher demand and it is now sitting at R3,085.05/t, which is 18.93%
higher than corresponding month last year and a sharp increase for
this month than the previous month of the same year. Cabbage eased
lower for a week ending 28 March 2008, 21% (R1458.79/t) lower
than corresponding month last year, albeit showing a sharp increase
of 11.54% , a figure higher than the previous month. Okra is claiming
number one spot on the market with 29.65% increase, a figure higher
than the previous month, and this is due to higher demand on the
market.

Soya lapsed by 2.43% for the month, settling at an average price of
R4419.74/t due to lower demand on the market and weak wheat
support. The average monthly price for Sunflower leapt to 0.77%
respectively, settling at R4,872.32/t.
Beef Contract prices are steadily higher due to high maize price,
especially yellow

Poultry price under pressure due to feed inflation, a prevalent situation
to that of beef. An increase in fuel price would see an increase in
poultry prices and this is not the only commodity to be affected by
the hikes of fuel prices. This would also affect the distribution costs
of all the commodities. The Frozen whole and Fresh whole prices
rose by 2.27% and 2.21% respectively, whilst IQF made a significant
increase of 4.90% for a week ending 28 March 2008. Prices are
expected to rise as results of the dependent factors explained above.

Pork prices vibrate due to lack of demand on the market, albeit
a sharp increase of 3.23% for the week ending 28 March 2008.
Prices remain stationery due to forth and backward movement.
Baconer ended a week low, declining by 0.35%


